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				Introduction

				We figure that you can find two kinds of people in the world — those who have waited and waited until they have a home or some property that they can landscape, and those who never gave landscaping a second thought and suddenly find themselves having to do just that. Whichever camp you belong to, welcome — this book is for you.

				Good landscaping can do many things for you and your home. A well-planned landscape beautifies your house, wedding it with the surroundings and making it a part of a neighborhood or native terrain. And doing so increases the home’s value. Landscaping also makes your house and yard more useful and better able to complement your family’s lifestyle, whether you hardly ever step foot in your backyard or want to spend every possible moment outdoors.

				Appropriate landscaping can also be functional. Trees can shade your home to reduce energy use. Thorny shrubs can create an impenetrable barrier against possible intruders. Lawns reduce dust from bare ground and are the perfect play area for children. You can entertain or eat outdoors on a patio or deck. And if you leave room for a vegetable garden, you can have fresh salads to enjoy on that patio or deck. 

				A good landscape also solves problems, providing privacy from nearby neighbors, preventing erosion on steep ground, or channeling water out of soggy, low spots.

				Icons Used in This Book

				Throughout this book, you can find icons — small pictures next to the text that point out extra-important information. Here’s what they all mean:

				[image: remember.eps] Whenever we tell you something you should commit to memory, we flag it with this icon.

				[image: tip.eps] For gems of accumulated wisdom — often the kind learned from painful experience — follow this icon. 

				Where to Go from Here

				You’ve got your minibook copy of Landscaping Basics For Dummies — now what? This minibook is a reference, so if you need information on shrubs, head to Chapter 3. Or if you’re interested in finding out about trees, go straight to Chapter 2. Or heck, start with Chapter 1 and read the chapters in order . . . you rebel. If you want even more advice on landscaping, from building decks and patios to increasing your home’s resale value, check out the full-size version of Landscaping For Dummies — simply head to your local bookseller or go to www.dummies.com!

			


		

	
		
			
				Chapter 1

				Plotting Your Landscape Design

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Assessing your current landscape

				[image: arrow] Dreaming up your perfect landscape

				In this chapter, we show you how to create a site plan (a drawing of your existing property) and then help you sketch in your landscaping wish list. But this isn’t just any old wish list. Your landscape should be perfect for you and for the people living in your house. The hardscape (the parts of your landscape that are physically hard, like a deck or fence) should create an outdoor room for you and your family. The plants in your landscape should provide beauty, privacy, sunblock, or little maintenance — whatever you’re looking for in your yard. So, go ahead and start dreaming!

				Site Analysis: Assessing What You Have

				Your first landscape project is to come to grips with your property the way it is now. What are its strengths and weaknesses? What do you like or dislike about your yard? What kind of problems does your landscape have that you need to find solutions for?

				This process of assessing your yard is called site analysis. To begin your own site analysis, follow these steps:

				1. Get a piece of paper and a pencil and make a rough drawing of your property.

				 Be sure to include your house with windows and doors, existing plants, and general north/south directions. Try to draw to scale, but don’t worry about being very precise in this rough drawing. 

				2. Put the drawing on a clipboard and walk around your yard at different times of day, making notations of sun and shade, views, prevailing winds, slope and drainage, existing plants, interesting natural features, noise, smells, and lights.

				3. Make notations of what you see from inside the house, including views, sunlight, and lights.

				 Figure 1-1 is a sample of what your site analysis may look like when you’re finished. Now you know what you have to work with and can begin dreaming about what improvements will be there soon.

				[image: 450994 fg0101.eps]

				Figure 1-1: A completed site analysis notes significant features of the property.

				Dreaming Up Your Ideal Landscape

				A landscape can be whatever you want it to be. If you want to turn the whole place into a miniature golf course, go right ahead — it’s your yard! But experienced landscape designers often say, “Form follows function,” which means that a landscape should meet the needs of the people who use it. In other words, you can design the most elaborate landscape with thousands of dollars of beautiful plants and expensive paving, but if you can’t find a comfortable place to set up the barbecue and you love to barbecue, what good is your yard to you?

				The following sections help you dream up a landscape that’s perfect for you.

				How long do you plan to stay in your house?

				If you’re only planning to live in your house a couple of years, concentrate on fast-growing trees and shrubs to give you a more powerful effect, sooner. Expensive projects like a deck or pool may add to the value of your home, but you may not recoup those costs before you’re ready to move.

				In general, the shorter your stay, the less complex your landscape plans should be. If you plan to stay in your house for a long time, tackle more difficult projects, such as adding a deck, fence, pool, or patio.

				How much of your yard can you use?

				Think of your entire yard as potential living spaces. At first, you may have a tough time overcoming the tradition that backyards are where you actually live, front yards are for show, and side yards are mostly ignored. Instead, why not make your entire landscape your living area?

				[image: check.jpg]Shield the front yard with walls of greenery or a privacy fence, and on weekend afternoons when the rest of the neighborhood is carousing in their backyards, you’ll have the front all to yourself. If that’s too bold of a step for you, move some of your ornamental garden beds to the front instead of having a boring, look-good lawn.

				[image: check.jpg]Backyards are usually best for children’s play areas, because you don’t want them to chase balls into the street. If you’re a veggie grower with kids, put your garden near the play area so you can keep one eye on them while you weed the zukes. 

				[image: check.jpg]Vegetable patches don’t have to be relegated to the backyard — put them wherever the light and soil and convenience are best. A well-tended patch, planted in an interesting design of diagonals or squares with vegetables that are interspersed with flowers and herbs, has a lot of curb appeal.

				[image: check.jpg]Give yourself reason to linger in your side yard by jumping on a hammock or moving a tea table and chair to the area. If your side yard is sunny, it can be the perfect place for a strawberry patch or a row of raspberries.

				Using your entire yard allows you to take advantage of different times of the day when one part or another of your landscape is at its best. If your backyard is baked on summer afternoons, you can retreat to the cool respite out front. If the under-8 crowd swarms over the swing set, you can move around to the side yard where you can discreetly keep an eye on the goings-on without being accused of spying. If the neighbor is laboring over his acre of lawn grass out back, you can either stay at your garden retreat to sip lemonade and snicker surreptitiously, or move around to the front yard so that he doesn’t become too envious.

				What will you use your yard for?

				To customize your landscape to your life, start by developing a landscaping wish list. For example, you might want to use your yard for:

				[image: check.jpg]Playing catch (or fetch) on the lawn

				[image: check.jpg]Cutting fresh flowers

				[image: check.jpg]Growing vegetables and fruit for canning

				[image: check.jpg]Swinging in a hammock with a good book

				[image: check.jpg]Playing sports

				[image: check.jpg]Enjoying the garden after the sun goes down

				[image: check.jpg]Swimming in a pool or soaking in a spa

				[image: check.jpg]Watching fish in a small pond

				[image: check.jpg]Watching kids play in a sandbox or fort

				[image: check.jpg]Composting lawn clippings and raked leaves

				[image: check.jpg]Growing prize-winning roses or fresh herbs

				[image: check.jpg]Viewing colorful flowers or container plants

				[image: check.jpg]Holding barbecue parties

				This list is just a start — keep working on your own list until you’ve dreamed up everything you want to do in your yard.

				Who will use your yard?

				Before finalizing any wish list ideas into concrete plans, consider who will use the yard:

				[image: check.jpg]If you have young children, safety is a big consideration. A swing set in a fenced backyard makes sense. You may also want to include a storage bench for their toys.

				[image: check.jpg]Do you spend a lot of time barbecuing in the summer? You could really use a built-in barbecue as close to the kitchen door as possible. How about an outdoor sink?

				[image: check.jpg]What about Fido? You may want to fence in an area or put in a dog run.

				Tailor your wish list to your friends and family, so that your landscape is designed to be useful by the people who use it.

				Where do you need to walk?

				You may already have thought about what friends and family intend to do in the yard, but you may also want to think about how you and your family move through your yard.

				Your list of outdoor wants and needs — eating, playing, sitting — is a lot simpler to divvy up when spaces are already separate, thanks to the geography of the yard and house. As you begin to get an idea of where the best places are for all the things on your wish list, stroll around and figure out the routes that will get you and others from one area to the next.

				Consider the following when planning your paths:

				[image: check.jpg]You probably want an easy-access, straight-arrow path for getting to your car in the morning or lugging in groceries after work.

				[image: check.jpg]Guests at your patio party enjoy wandering paths through neighboring flower beds and greenery. You can even add nighttime lighting for romance.

				[image: check.jpg]Plan a wide, flat, solid path to trundle a wheelbarrow full of compost and clippings from one place to another.

				[image: check.jpg]Try to make your pathways link up with each other, so that your landscape isn’t full of dead ends.

				[image: check.jpg]Wide paths are not only practical for two people to stroll along, they encourage lingering. Narrow paths tend to make people unconsciously uncomfortable, feeling that they have to hurry.

				[image: check.jpg]Paths don’t have to be made of paving materials — they’re just clear routes to get you from here to there. A swath of lawn that winds through garden beds is as much a path as that beautiful brick path that you lay through an herb garden.

				[image: tip.eps] If you’re having trouble visualizing your paths, use oatmeal or flour to sprinkle a biodegradable path through your yard — you can see in a minute whether your path design works.

				How much privacy do you want?

				Even if your neighbors aren’t the busybody type, you may still find relief in building in privacy as you create your landscape plan.

				[image: check.jpg]Tall hedges, fences, and arbors work wonders at making your yard your own space.

				[image: check.jpg]Privacy structures and walls help to keep your noise in and other noise out.

				[image: check.jpg]Privacy structures define the boundaries of your landscape.

				[image: tip.eps] If you’re working with a limited budget, you can use fast-growing annuals like sunflowers and castor bean plant to make a quick, temporary barrier. Rampant vines, though more expensive, are also ideal for creating privacy while saving money. Fast-growing annual vines swarm over whatever support you give them, totally hiding it from view, so feel free to pinch pennies by making privacy screens of plastic garden netting for your scarlet runner beans or moonflowers.

				When will you use your landscape?

				When dreaming up your ideal landscape, think of the times of day and the times of year in which you plan to uses your yard. For example:

				[image: check.jpg]If you plan to be outdoors in the late afternoon, where will you be most comfortable at that time of day? Maybe the shady spot under the big oak tree out back. But if the sun shines hot where a patio is or may be, maybe you need an overhead structure for shade, or need to plant shade trees.

				[image: check.jpg]If you like to use the garden (or view the garden) at night, good outdoor lighting is a must.

				[image: check.jpg]If you like to be outside during the rainy season, consider creating a covered patio.

				[image: check.jpg]If bugs like to use the yard at the same time that you do, a screened-in porch or patio will keep them at bay.

				[image: check.jpg]If you like to get outdoors early in the spring, keep or plant trees and structures that don’t block the sun.

				[image: check.jpg]If you enjoy every minute of summer outdoors, choose trees, shrubs, and flowers that bloom throughout the season.

				How much maintenance are you ready for?

				Planning your landscape, installing the structures and plants, and admiring your efforts of the finished project are the most gratifying parts of the landscape process. Then comes the reality of maintaining your efforts. Landscape maintenance is an ongoing event — it’s the insurance policy that can guarantee success or failure of the landscape. However, you can design low maintenance into a landscape. For example: 

				[image: check.jpg]If you’re often away, traveling for business or pleasure, you may want a yard with very few plants.

				[image: check.jpg]Avoid overplanting or using fast-growing plants that get too large for their space. They’ll need more pruning later on.

				[image: check.jpg]Having cut flowers in annual beds adds baskets of color to your yard, but you’ll need to replant these beds a minimum of two times per year. Use lower-maintenance perennials or flowering shrubs instead.

				 An annual is a plant that completes its life in a single season. They’re planted once a year. Examples include snapdragons, pansies, marigolds, zinnias, and petunias. A perennial grows back year after year.

				[image: check.jpg]If you’re planting a new lawn, plan on mowing it weekly during its growing season. Otherwise, consider ground cover.

				[image: check.jpg]If you plan to build wooden landscape elements like decks and fences, plan on painting or applying preservatives every two to three years. Masonry (brick and concrete) needs less maintenance.

				[image: check.jpg]If you install your planting without an irrigation system, you end up having to water everything by hand unless you live in a climate where rain keeps the garden wet enough. An automated irrigation system can water even when you’re out of town.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 2

				Barking Up the Right Tree

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Uncovering some favorite trees

				[image: arrow] Choosing the right tree for your landscape

				[image: arrow] Planting a tree like a pro

				No home or neighborhood should be without trees. They bring a home into scale with the surrounding wide open landscape and give a neighborhood a sense of identity. Trees provide protection from the elements by buffering strong winds and blocking hot summer sun. In crowded neighborhoods, trees can provide privacy, screening you from your neighbors or from unpleasant views.

				But more than anything else, trees offer beauty — beauty in flowers held high among the branches, in the leafy green canopy, in colorful berries and seedpods dangling among the limbs, in dazzling hues created by their autumn leaves. Trees are even beautiful in winter, when the texture of their bark and the silhouette of their branches add structure and form to the landscape.

				Discovering Some Favorite Trees

				With so many good trees to choose from, we think you may need some advice on the best ones. We divide the following suggestions according to common landscape uses — shade trees, small garden and patio trees, and evergreen trees. Consider combining all of them into your landscape.

				[image: tip.eps] To find out which zone you’re living in, go to www.garden.org/zipzone.

				Great shade trees

				The ideal shade tree is between 25 and 50 feet high. For most homes this is the appropriate size to partially shade the roof, but not get too big so the tree becomes a liability. However, different-size lots and homes may call for different-sized trees, so not all the trees listed have the perfect size and shape. Look for shade trees with a spreading canopy (the leafy top portion of the tree).

				[image: check.jpg]Aristocrat pear: Upright oval tree (30 to 40 feet high) with white spring flowers. Shiny green leaves turn bright orange, red to purple in cold-winter climates. Also well-suited to small landscapes. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Ash: Mostly large, spreading-to-upright trees, many reaching well over 50 feet high, with divided leaves. They’re good, fast-growing, tough shade trees that can thrive under a variety of conditions. Most are hardy to at least Zone 4 (–30°F). Many have excellent autumn color. Anthracnose and borers can be problems.

				 Our favorite ash is the Raywood ash. It’s a full-size (30 to 40 feet) but not huge tree, and its leaves turn a striking purple color in autumn.

				[image: check.jpg]Chinese pistache: A wonderful, spreading shade tree with stunning yellow, orange, or red autumn color. Grows 30 to 35 feet high, has divided leaves, and is hardy to Zone 6 (–10°F). Drought tolerant.

				[image: check.jpg]European white birch. Loved for its papery white bark, multiple trunks, and yellow autumn color. Hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F), but not well adapted to areas with hot, dry summers or to areas where birch borers are prevalent. Call your extension office or local nursery to find out about birch borers.

				[image: check.jpg]Liquidambar: Tall (40 to 50 feet and higher), narrowly upright trees prized for their bright autumn colors, in shades of yellow, orange, red, and purple. Some are multicolored. Named varieties differ in their autumn colors. They also have interesting seedpods, which can be messy. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Maple: The maples are a large group that includes many trees known primarily for their wonderful autumn color. Most are hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F). Sugar maples and Norway maples are hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F). Many of them grow over 70 feet high.

				 Most maples perform poorly in areas with mild winters or hot, dry summers, including large, upright species like the red maple, which can reach up to 50 feet high, and some very useful smaller types, like the spreading Japanese maple.

				[image: check.jpg]Oak: A large family of varied evergreen and deciduous trees, many of them very large and only suitable for open areas. Some deciduous types have good autumn color. Natives — such as the red oak in the eastern United States, the English oak throughout western Europe, and the cork oak of northern Africa and southern Europe — are often good choices. However, many species are widely adapted.

				[image: check.jpg]Red horse chestnut: Large roundish leaves and huge spikes of pink to reddish flower spikes top this bold textured tree. Grows up to 50 feet high and about 30 feet wide, casting dense shade. Roots can be invasive. Leaf edges turn brown in hot summer climates.

				[image: check.jpg]Russian olive: Tough tree with narrow, silvery leaves. Fragrant — but not showy — spring flowers. Small, yellow fruit. Excellent hedge, shade tree, or screen in dry, windy situations. Grows 30 to 35 feet. Hardy to Zone 2 (–50°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Silk tree: Tough, airy trees with finely cut, fernlike leaves and pink powder puff–like flowers in summer. Wide spreading shape is ideal for shade, but seed pods and falling leaves can be messy. Grows quickly to 40 to 50 feet high. Hardy into Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Thornless honey locust: Finely cut foliage casts a wonderful shade from this adaptable tree. Leaves turn yellow before dropping in autumn; leave little mess. Grows 40 to 60 feet high with a spreading habit. Has some pest problems in parts of the western and southern United States (check with your nursery). Hardy into Zone 4 (–30°F).

				Small garden and patio trees

				The following well-behaved, smaller trees (usually 15 to 30 feet high) are especially suitable around patios or in small gardens where larger trees won’t fit.

				[image: check.jpg]Crape myrtle: Beautiful, summer-blooming, small trees (usually 10 to 20 feet high but can also be grown as a multi-trunked shrub), hardy to Zone 7 (0°F). Flowers are huge, crinkly, and crepelike, in shades of white, pink, red, and purple. Crape myrtles also have shiny, peeling brown bark and orange-red autumn color. Grow best in areas with hot, dry summers. Elsewhere, plant mildew-resistant varieties, which usually have Native American names, such as ‘Cherokee’ and ‘Catawba’. Dwarf varieties are available, as well.

				[image: check.jpg]Evergreen pear: This tree adapts well to landscapes, because of its mature height and root system. Leaves are shiny and bright green. White flowers come in spring. Hardy into Zone 8 (10°F), but will drop its leaves (which often turn a beautiful red before falling) in coldest areas. Grows 15 to 25 feet high with a wide-spreading canopy. Fire blight may be a problem.

				[image: check.jpg]Flowering crab apple: Crab apples differ from apples in that they have fruit less than 2 inches in diameter. You have many species and varieties to choose from, ranging in tree size and shape. Spring flowers come in white, pink, or red and are followed by colorful red, orange, or yellow edible fruit that often hangs on the bare branches into winter. Most are hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F) and grow best where winters are cold. Flowering crab apples are subject to severe diseases, including fire blight, powdery mildew, and scab. Ask for disease-resistant varieties such as ‘Dolga’, Japanese flowering crab apple, ‘Pink Spires’, ‘Royalty’, Sargent crab apple, ‘Snowdrift’, and M. zumi calocarpa.

				[image: check.jpg]Flowering dogwood: Key attributes are deep-red autumn color and large white or pink midspring flowers followed by bright-red fruit. An excellent small (20 to 30 feet) tree that’s hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F). Not well adapted to hot, dry climates, but can be grown successfully in partial shade. Anthracnose and borers can be serious problems. Hybrids ‘Aurora’, ‘Galaxy’, ‘Constellation’, and ‘Stellar Pink’ are less prone to anthracnose disease.

				[image: check.jpg]Flowering fruit: A large family of trees that bloom in early spring that includes flowering cherries and plums. Flowers are usually fragrant and come in shades of white, pink, or red. Most are hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F) and range in height from 15 to 20 feet. Favorite fruitless types include Kwanzan flowering cherry, with drooping clusters of double pink flowers. Another favorite is Krauter’s Vesuvius purple-leaf plum, which has pink flowers and bronzy-purple leaves.

				[image: check.jpg]Goldenrain tree: A well-behaved, round-headed tree with divided leaves and large, bright-yellow flower clusters in summer. Unusual, papery, Japanese lantern-like fruit follow the flowers. Grows 25 to 35 feet high and grows well in many different climates. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Hawthorn: These small trees (most are 20 to 25 feet high) offer a long season of color: white, pink, or red flowers in midspring, bright-orange-to-red berries in autumn and winter, and usually orange-to-red autumn leaf color. Most are hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F). Fire blight can be a serious problem.

				[image: check.jpg]Japanese maple: The Japanese maple is one of the most popular small trees (ranging from 5 to 25 feet high, depending on the variety). It comes in dramatic weeping forms with finely cut leaves and bright autumn color, mostly in shades of red, orange, and yellow. Some varieties, like ‘Bloodgood’, have purplish leaves during the entire growing season. In hot, dry-summer areas, Japanese maples are best planted in partial shade. Most are hardy into Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Magnolia: The deciduous magnolias bloom stunningly on bare branches in early spring. Flowers are huge, often more than 10 inches across, and come in shades of white, pink, and purple. Some of the flowers are bi-colored. Leaves are large and leathery. Trees usually grow 15 to 25 feet high, are often multi-trunked, and are hardy to at least Zone 6 (–10°F). One of the best is the saucer magnolia, a multi-trunked tree that bears large, cup-shaped flowers, usually white on the inside, purplish on the outside.

				 The southern magnolia bears fragrant, white flowers that are huge — up to 12 inches across — and held among bold, deep green leaves. One of the all-time favorite evergreen trees for mild-winter climates. The species gets large, upwards of 80 feet high. Dwarf varieties, such as ‘Saint Mary’, grow a quarter to a third as high and are perfect for small landscapes. Hardy to Zone 7 (0°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Redbud: Most popular is the eastern redbud, which reaches 20 to 30 feet high and spreads almost as wide. It is hardy to Zone 4 (–30°F). ‘Alba’ has white flowers; ‘Forest Pansy’ has maroon foliage.

				 The western redbud is a multi-trunked, small (12 to 15 feet), drought-tolerant tree particularly well adapted to dry-summer areas. It is hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				Evergreen trees

				We divide evergreens into two groups: conifers and broadleaf evergreens. (The broadleaf group consists of all the varieties listed after conifers.)

				[image: check.jpg]Conifers: The pines, junipers, spruces, firs, hemlocks, and cedars are a diverse group of evergreens, most with needlelike leaves. They’re widely grown throughout the world and are especially valuable for year-round greenery and as windbreaks and screens. Most are large trees (some get over 100 feet) and need room to grow, but many dwarf forms are available. Conifers are often similar in their overall pyramidal appearance, but foliage density, color, and texture varies. Adaptation (in which climates they can be grown) also varies. Check with a local nursery for species that are adapted to your climate.

				[image: check.jpg]Camphor: Dense-foliaged tree with light green, aromatic leaves. Grows 40 to 50 feet high with a round head. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F). Withstands drought. Has aggressive surface roots.

				[image: check.jpg]Eucalyptus: Large group of fast-growing, drought-tolerant plants native to Australia. Most valued in dry-summer and mild-winter climates; few can be grown north of Zone 8 (10°F). Some are too large for home landscapes, and you may have trouble growing other plants beneath them. All have heavily aromatic leaves. Many have very colorful flowers and interesting seed capsules. Lower-growing species include Nichol’s willow-leaf peppermint. It grows to about 40 feet high, but with weeping branchlets that droop like those of a willow tree; interestingly, leaves are peppermint-scented. Another is the coolibah, also reaching about 40 feet high, with one trunk or several, and “willowy” blue foliage.

				[image: check.jpg]Oak: Evergreen oaks come in many species, most of which get quite large and spreading. Widely adapted species include the southern live oak, which grows 40 to 60 feet high, is wide spreading, and is hardy to Zone 7 (0°F). Another one is the holly oak, which reaches 20 to 35 feet high and is hardy to Zone 8 (10°F). The coast live oak is a California native that is widely planted in that state.

				Choosing the Perfect Tree

				People who work with trees like to say that the perfect tree doesn’t exist — and they’re right. As with people, every tree’s personality has its good and bad aspects. Before you plant one, try to find out everything you can about the tree, both the good and the bad. Most trees get big and live a long time (possibly longer than you!), so if you make a mistake and plant the wrong one in the wrong place, the result may be a costly removal or replacement. (Removing it may even be dangerous to people and property.)

				[image: tip.eps] Before committing to any new tree for your landscape, ask the following questions:

				[image: check.jpg]How fast does it grow?

				[image: check.jpg]How tall and wide will it eventually get?

				[image: check.jpg]Is it adapted to your climate and the sun, soil, and water conditions at the proposed planting site?

				[image: check.jpg]Does the tree tend to have problems — invasive roots (that can lift concrete and destroy your lawn), weak limbs (that can fall on your house), insects or diseases (that can kill the tree)?

				[image: check.jpg]Does the tree need any special maintenance, such as pruning?

				[image: check.jpg]How messy is it? Does it drop excessive amounts of flowers, fruits, or leaves?

				[image: tip.eps] A local nursery is a good place to find out how a tree performs in your area; so are city or county parks departments. Your county cooperative extension office can help you with information about trees, and parks and university campuses often have fine plantings to study. Botanical gardens and arboretums are especially good places to observe a wide variety of trees.

				[image: tip.eps] Before you pick out a particular tree, check out these tips for buying a healthy one:

				[image: check.jpg]Avoid trees that have been in a nursery container too long or are unhealthy and growing poorly — they’ll probably be disappointing after they’re in the ground.

				 Examine the top of the rootball (the mass of soil and roots). Avoid trees that have large, circling roots (roots that go round and round at the outside edge of the pot) near the surface — that’s a sure sign that the tree has been in the container too long.

				[image: check.jpg]Avoid trees that are the smallest or largest of a group. Select ones that are well-proportioned, with foliage and branches evenly spaced along the trunk. Select a tree without closely spaced, criss-crossing branches or tight crotches (the crotch is the angle formed where a branch joins the trunk).

				[image: check.jpg]Select trees that can stand on their own without being tightly tied to a stake. Tightly tied stakes can be like crutches, preventing a tree from developing a strong trunk.

				[image: check.jpg]Ideally, pick a tree with a trunk that is evenly tapered from bottom to top.

				[image: check.jpg]Look for healthy, even-colored leaves.

				[image: check.jpg]Pick a tree that’s free of insects and disease — avoid ones with chewed or misshapen leaves, goop oozing from the trunk, or dead branches.

			
				Does the size you buy matter?

				You may wonder whether to buy a small tree and wait several years for it to grow to its full size or purchase a larger, more mature tree.

				Buying larger trees gives you immediate impact in your landscape, but they are much more expensive and can be difficult to plant. Larger balled-and-burlapped trees or container-grown trees are very heavy and may require a crew of several strong people, maybe even some heavy equipment, in order to plant them.

				Smaller, container-grown trees are easy to handle and can be planted any time the weather is mild. And, to be honest, because younger trees have been in containers less time, they usually start growing faster after they’re in the ground. Within a few years, small trees can often catch up with the size of larger trees that were planted at the same time.

			

				Tree Planting Guide

				Proper planting ensures that your trees get off to a good start and thrive for years to come. Newly-planted trees need special attention (especially with watering) until they can stretch their roots out into the surrounding soil and fend for themselves.

				[image: tip.eps] Contact your city or county planning or parks department before planting trees along your street. The officials there may have a list of suitable street trees and a city street tree plan for your street. If you plant something not on their list or in their plan, they may make you remove it.

				Trees are sold three different ways. Here’s how to plant each one:

				[image: check.jpg]Bare-root trees: Deciduous trees are available for planting during the dormant season (winter) without soil on their roots. Bare-root trees look kind of like an old witch’s broom, but with a trunk and roots instead of a handle and straw. They’re lightweight and easy to handle — the most economical way to purchase trees. Watch out for roots that are damaged, soft, broken, or mushy — prune those damaged roots back, as necessary.

				[image: check.jpg]Balled-and-burlapped trees: These trees are dug and sold during the dormant season with the rootball intact and wrapped in burlap. Check for major cracks or breaks in the rootball, and make sure the trunk doesn’t rock or move in the soil ball.

				[image: check.jpg]Container-grown trees: These trees, sold in large plastic or clay pots, are easy to handle and available year-round. Check for circling or densely matted roots, signs that the tree has been in the pot too long and may not grow well after it’s in the ground.

				After purchasing your tree, follow these steps for planting it:

				1. Dig a hole.

				 The hole should be deep enough to accommodate the roots (use a stick to determine depth) and two to three times as wide as the rootball.

				2. Slant the walls of the hole outward and loosen them with a shovel or garden fork to allow easy root penetration.

				 Don’t bother to amend (improve) the soil that you use to refill the hole after you plant the tree — the roots may have a tough time growing beyond the amended area if you do. If your soil is especially poor (mucky clay or gravel) though, work compost or organic matter such as composted fir bark into the backfill soil. You can also build a raised bed that can provide a more expansive rooting area.

				3. Insert the tree into the hole.

				 • Bare-root trees: These can come one of two ways — with a single, thick taproot that extends directly down from the trunk or a fibrous, branched-root system. Tap-rooted trees are placed in the hole so the trees’ nursery soil line (you’ll see a color change from light to dark along the trunk) is even with the surface of the soil and the hole is filled. For fibrous rooted trees, set the base of the roots on a cone of soil in the middle of the hole, adjusting the cone height so that the plant’s nursery soil line is even with the surrounding soil. Spread the roots in different directions and then refill the hole.

				 • Container-grown trees: Loosen any roots that have become tangled inside the pot by spraying off the soil from the outer inch or two of the rootball. Cut off roots that are broken or permanently damaged.

				 • Balled-and-burlapped trees: Remove the burlap, nails, and any twine or wire used for wrapping after setting the ball in place in the hole (very gently so the rootball doesn’t break). If you don’t do this, the burlap, nails, and twine may interfere with future growth or strangle the trunk. Burlap is supposed to break down quickly in the soil, but we prefer to take the burlap off of the rootball to make sure that it doesn’t get in the way of root growth. If you can’t get it all off, use a sharp knife to cut off everything except what is directly beneath the ball. Refill the hole.

				4. Water the tree well by letting a hose trickle into the planting area until the soil is soaked deeply.

				 To help direct irrigation and rainwater to new roots, create a soil watering basin at least 4 to 6 inches high just outside the rootball (see Figure 2-1).

				 Continue to water the tree any time that the soil begins to dry out during the next six months to a year — even longer where summers are hot and dry.

				5. Stake and mulch.

				 To stake the tree, drive two tree stakes in the soil beyond the roots. Attach tree ties to the tree at the lowest point at which the tree stays upright. Tie loosely so the trunk can move in the wind and gain trunk strength (refer to Figure 2-1).

				 A tree with a strong trunk stands on its own without staking. However, if the tree was staked in the nursery or if you’re planting in a windy location, proper staking will help support the tree during its first years in the ground. After that, stakes must be removed.

				[image: 450994 fg0201.eps]

				Figure 2-1: A properly planted tree with strong stakes and watering basin.

				[image: tip.eps] In heavy, mucky, clay soils, or rocky soils that are not well-suited to planting, set the plant higher in the soil, digging the hole only one-half to two-thirds of the depth of the rootball. Then set the plant inside the hole. Refill the hole and use good landscape soil to build up a raised planting bed around the top of the ball.

			
				Getting cool with trees

				In this fast-paced world of concrete, asphalt, and hazy sky, trees are the great equalizers. They shade your street and cool your neighborhood, they absorb dust and air pollution, and their roots hold the soil in place and prevent erosion.

				Providing cooling shade is one of a tree’s greatest assets, especially in regions where summers are hot and dry. If you plant deciduous trees on the warmest side of your house (usually the south or west side, but the east side can also be warm), the shade that they provide keeps your house cooler in summer and reduces your air-conditioning expenses. The best shade trees spread wide and tall enough to shade a one- or two-story home, but you can effectively shade a patio or deck with smaller trees, especially if you plant several. You can also use smaller trees to shade windows as a way to prevent the sun from shining through and quickly warming the house.

				Of course, you don’t have to worry about overcooling in winter: Trees lose their leaves — right when you need them to — so the warm sun is able to get through, thus reducing heating costs. You can save energy by planting trees as windbreaks. Planted close together and at right angles to the prevailing wind, dense-growing trees can reduce the chilling effects of winter winds and lower heating bills.

			

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 3

				Landscaping with Shrubs

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Identifying shrubs and using them effectively

				[image: arrow] Getting to know our favorite shrubs

				The term shrub covers a wide variety of plants. Shrubs can be deciduous or evergreen, and they provide a variety of ornamental qualities, from seasonal flowers to colorful fruit to dazzling autumn foliage color. But of equal importance is the diversity of foliage texture and color that shrubs offer — from bold and dramatic to soft and diminutive.

				Because they are both versatile and hardworking, shrubs can work wonders in your landscape. They tie the landscape together, bringing unity to all the different elements — from tall trees to low-growing ground covers. Simply put, shrubs bring together the voices of many different plants and landscape features and turn them into the song of a well-planned landscape.

				Discovering Some Favorite Shrubs

				This section lists the shrubs that we consider to be foolproof. All are widely available and most are broadly adapted (they can grow in many different climates).

				[image: tip.eps] To find out which zone you’re living in, go to www.garden.org/zipzone.

				[image: check.jpg]Azalea and rhododendron: Evergreen and deciduous. Huge family of much-loved flowering shrubs. You can find many types to choose from, but all grow best in acid soil. Most azaleas and rhododendrons prefer moist, shady conditions and soil rich in organic matter. Some can take full sun. Hardiness varies. Rhododendrons include some of the most cold-hardy evergreen shrubs, a few of which tolerate winters in Zone 4 (–30°F). Deciduous azaleas share the rhododendron’s cold tolerance. The Northern Lights series is also hardy to Zone 4 (–30°F). Evergreen azaleas are much less tolerant of cold. Belgian Indicas are hardy to Zone 9 (20°F); Kurumes, to Zone 8 (10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Boxwood: Evergreen. The boxwood is one of the finest plants for a tightly clipped, formal hedge. Small, dark green leaves densely cover the branches. The Japanese boxwood is one of the most popular types; unpruned, it grows about 4 to 6 feet high. ‘Winter Gem’ and ‘Green Beauty’ are two varieties that stay bright green all winter. Others pick up a brownish tinge. Grow in full sun to partial shade. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F). The English boxwood is the classic boxwood of the mid-South. Many named varieties are available. Hardy to Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Bush cinquefoil: Deciduous. Particularly valuable in cold-winter climates, bush cinquefoil is a handsome little shrub with bright green, ferny foliage and colorful wild-roselike blossoms. Plants bloom from late spring into autumn in shades of red, yellow, orange, and white. Yellow varieties, such as ‘Katherine Dykes’, are most popular. Ranges in height from just under 2 feet up to 5 feet. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Butterfly bush: Deciduous. Much loved, summer flowering shrub with long, arching clusters of lightly fragrant flowers which attract butterflies. Most varieties bloom in shades of purple, but you can often find selections with pink or white flowers. Grows very fast, reaching up to 10 feet high in areas with long summers. Cut back severely in winter to keep the plant compact and attractive. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Camellia: Evergreen. With its glossy, deep green leaves and perfectly formed flowers, it is one of the finest shrubs for shady conditions. Flowers come in shades of red, pink, and white, with some bicolors. Most types bloom in winter and early spring. The Japanese camellia is the most commonly grown camellia, usually reaching 6 to 12 feet high. Many varieties are available, varying by color and flower form. Most are hardy into Zone 8 (10°F). Sasanqua camellia has smaller leaves and earlier flowers (often in autumn). These shrubs range from small shrubs to more spreading, vine-like plants. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Common lilac: Deciduous. Wonderfully fragrant clusters of spring flowers make lilacs a favorite wherever they grow. Most bloom in shades of lavender and purple, but some are white or rosy pink. Plants usually grow 8 to 15 feet high and have dark green leaves. Plant in full sun. Lilacs grow best where winters are cold; they’re hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F). The newer Descanso Hybrids will flower where winters are milder.

				[image: check.jpg]Cotoneaster: Evergreen and deciduous. You can choose from many types, ranging from low-growing ground covers to tall, upright shrubs. Most share a profusion of white spring flowers followed by red berries and are tough, widely adapted plants. Deciduous kinds often have good autumn color. Taller types include the evergreen Parney cotoneaster, which reaches about 8 feet high and equally as wide. Most cotoneasters are hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F) or Zone 6 (–10°F). Plant in full sun. Fireblight can be a problem.

				[image: check.jpg]Euonymus: Evergreen and deciduous. Euonymus are workhorse foliage plants. Deciduous kinds, such as winged euonymus, are hardy to Zone 4 (–30°F) and are grown for their convenient size and shape and their stunning red autumn color. The European spindle tree grows to about 20 feet high and produces attractive red berries in autumn.

				 Evergreen euonymus are hardy to zones 5 to 7 (–20°F to 0°F), depending on the variety. Varieties with colored leaves, like ‘Silver King’ (white with green) and ‘Aureo-variegata’ (yellow with green), are very popular. They range in height from 6 to 20 feet and make fine hedges. Plant euonymus in sun or light shade.

				[image: check.jpg]Firethorn: Evergreen. Colorful and dependable, firethorn come in a wide range of forms, from low-growing ground covers to upright, spreading shrubs. All firethorn shrubs cover themselves with clusters of small, fragrant, white flowers in spring followed by showy, orange-to-red berries lasting into autumn and winter. Branches are sharply thorned. Fire blight can be a serious problem; hybrids ‘Mojave’ and ‘Teton’ are fire blight–resistant. They grow about 12 feet high, with orange-red and yellow-orange berries, respectively. Plant firethorn in full sun. Most are hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F) or Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Flowering fruit: Evergreen or deciduous. You can find many valuable shrubs in this large family of plants, which includes some of our most popular fruit, such as peaches and plums. Carolina cherry laurel, English laurel, and Portugal laurel are evergreen with white spring flowers, handsome foliage, and tall stature (20 feet high or more). The evergreen types are useful as tall screens but their smaller varieties are more appropriate for most landscapes. For example, ‘Bright ’n’ Tight’ is a dwarf form of Carolina cherry laurel that reaches about 10 feet high. ‘Zabelliana’ is a fine-leafed form only 6 feet high. ‘Otto Luyken’ is a small version of English laurel growing only 6 feet high. Evergreen flowering fruit are generally hardy to Zone 8 (10°F) and grow best in full sun.

				 The purple-leafed sand cherry is a very hardy deciduous flowering fruit with white spring flowers, purple foliage, and small edible plums. It grows about 10 feet high and is hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F). Plant in full sun.

				[image: check.jpg]Flowering quince: Deciduous. Among the first shrubs to bloom in early spring, flowering quince are tough, reliable plants that never let you down. The flowers are born on bare stems in shades of mostly red and pink, but may also be white. Plants range in size and shape depending on variety, but generally grow 5 to 10 feet high, are upright, and have thorny branches. They can be clipped as a hedge and usually look best with regular pruning. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 4 (–30°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Forsythia: Deciduous. One of the earliest bloomers, the bright yellow flowers on bare forsythia branches announce the coming of spring. Plants are upright to spreading, generally 6 to 10 feet high. Many varieties are available, differing in the shade of yellow, from pale to bright yellow. Plant in full sun. Prune after bloom. Hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Gardenia: Evergreen. Intensely fragrant, pure-white summer flowers and beautiful deep green leaves make gardenias a favorite shrub wherever they can be grown. Plants usually grow 3 to 6 feet high and must have acid soil and consistent moisture. Plant in full sun in cool climates, partial shade in warmer areas. ‘Mystery’ is a popular, large-flowered variety. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Glossy abelia: Evergreen. Handsome, arching plant with bright green, glossy foliage. New growth is bronzy-red. Leaves turn reddish purple in winter. Small, fragrant, white flowers in summer. Loses its leaves in colder areas. Can be grown as a hedge. ‘Edward Goucher’ and ‘Sherwoodi’ are smaller versions, reaching 3 to 5 feet high. Plant in full sun or light shade. Hardy to Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Heavenly bamboo: Evergreen. Light and airy in appearance, heavenly bamboo has divided leaves and straight, erect stems of a small bamboo. However, it is much more ornamental. New growth is bronzy red when the plant is grown in full sun. The entire plant turns red in chilly winter areas. White spring flowers are followed by bright red berries. Grows 6 to 8 feet high, but many dwarf forms are available. Hardy to Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Holly: The most commonly grown hollies are evergreen plants known for their bright-red berries and clean-looking, spiny, often multi-colored leaves. Many make excellent hedges. The most familiar holly is the English holly. It generally grows 15 to 25 feet high but can get larger. Varieties such as ‘Argenteo-marginata’, with leaves of diverse shades of white, make excellent accents. Plant hollies in full sun. Most are hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Hydrangea: Deciduous. The big, bold leaves and huge summer flowers of these unique plants put on a great show in shady landscapes. The bigleaf hydrangea is most commonly grown. Flower clusters are up to a foot across and are light to deep blue in acid soil, pink to red in alkaline soil. Plants usually grow 4 to 8 feet high and must be pruned heavily to encourage compactness and heavy bloom. Several varieties, including ‘Silver Variegated Mariesii’ and ‘Tricolor’ have leaves marked with silver and white. Hardy to Zone 7 (0°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Indian hawthorn: Evergreen. Chances are, you can’t go wrong with Indian hawthorn. Compact and carefree, the plants bloom profusely from late winter into spring. The pink-to-white flowers are followed by blackish-blue berries. New growth is tinged bronze. Plants generally grow 3 to 6 feet high. ‘Majestic Beauty’ is taller, growing up to 15 feet high, and has large leaves. Plant Indian hawthorn in full sun. Hardy to Zone 7 (0°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Juniper: Evergreen. The low- and wide-spreading growth pattern of most junipers makes them most useful as ground covers. However, you can find many more upright, shrubby types, including forms of the Chinese juniper, such as ‘Hetzzi’ and ‘Torulosa’. Look also for very columnar varieties, like ‘Wintergreen’ and ‘Spartan’. Plant in full sun. Hardiness varies; most can be grown into at least Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Mugho pine: Evergreen. A neat, compact pine that rarely exceeds 4 to 8 feet in height. (Don’t confuse it with pinus mugo — that’s just one mugo — which gets quite a bit taller.) Easy to care for as a specimen or in group plantings. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 3 (–40°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Oleander: Evergreen. Oleander is a tough plant that puts on an incredibly long show of color throughout summer and into autumn. The flowers are born in large clusters in shades of white, pink, and red. The plants are low maintenance and thrive in hot summers. Oleanders are densely foliaged and generally grow 10 to 20 feet high but can be kept lower with annual pruning. You can also choose dwarf varieties. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F). Warning: All parts — leaves, stems, flowers, and seeds — of all types of oleander are toxic.

				[image: check.jpg]Photinia: Mostly evergreen. Several species of useful shrubs that show bronzy-red new growth in spring followed shortly by clusters of small, white flowers and often black or red berries. Plant photinias in full sun. They are hardy to Zone 6 (–10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Rockrose: Evergreen. Particularly well adapted to dry summer climates, such as in the western United States, rockroses are tough, colorful plants that can get by on little water. You can find several species and hybrids available, most growing between 3 and 6 feet high and blooming in late spring to early summer. The round, silky blooms are 1 to 2 inches wide; come in shades of white, red, and pink; and are often spotted or marked. Foliage is gray-green. Plant in full sun. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Spiraea: Deciduous. You have many types of spiraeas to choose from. Many are mounding, fountainlike shrubs with an abundance of tiny, white flowers in mid-spring to late spring. Included among these is the bridal wreath spiraea, which grows about 6 feet high and at least 8 feet wide; its small, dark green leaves turn red in autumn. Plant spiraeas in full sun. Hardiness varies, but most grow in Zone 4 (–30°F) and Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Tobira: Evergreen. A handsome, well-behaved shrub with glossy deep green leaves and clusters of white, fragrant spring flowers. The species is rounded and can reach over 10 feet high but can easily be kept lower with pruning. The ‘Wheeler’s Dwarf’ variety grows into a neat, mound-shaped plant that grows to only 2 to 4 feet high. ‘Variegata’ has light gray-green leaves edged with white; it grows 5 to 10 feet high. Plant in full sun to light shade. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Viburnum: The viburnums represent a large family of evergreen and deciduous shrubs that are wonderful additions to the landscape. They offer great variety of form and function, and their ornamental characteristics include colorful flowers, brightly colored berries, and, often, autumn color. Evergreen viburnums make good unpruned hedges and are hardy to Zone 7 (0°F). Deciduous viburnums are generally hardy to at least Zone 5 (–20°F). Plant viburnums in full sun or partial shade.

				Selecting High-Quality Shrubs

				Like trees, shrubs are large and long-lived plants, so select ones that can thrive in your region and at your specific site.

				No matter what the condition of the soil in your landscape, so many shrubs are available that you’re sure to find several that will thrive. However, if you make even modest improvements in your soil, such as improving the drainage of heavy soils or the moisture retention of sandy soils, adjusting pH, or increasing the fertility of poor soils, the number of shrubs that can grow well increases dramatically.

				As with trees (see Chapter 2), you can buy shrubs in containers, as bare-root plants, or balled-and-burlapped, but the vast majority of shrubs that are sold in the U.S. are in containers. Check for quality as follows:

				[image: check.jpg]Examine the container-grown shrub carefully to be sure it isn’t damaged. Avoid plants with broken branches or chewed foliage — a sure sign of bugs.

				[image: check.jpg]Slide the rootball out — this is easy if the shrub is in a plastic pot — and look for young, white roots; these are essential for efficient uptake of water and nutrients. Older, darker roots function primarily to stabilize the plant.

				Planting Shrubs

				Shrubs grown in containers are planted the same way container-grown trees are planted, as discussed in Chapter 2. Plant bareroot shrubs as follows:

				1. Set the base of the roots on a cone of soil in the middle of the hole (see Figure 3-1).

				 Adjust the cone height so that the plant sits slightly higher (1 to 2 inches) than it was originally planted in the nursery. (You can see a change in color from light to dark along the trunk, which tells you where the original soil line was. Lay a stick across the top of the hole to check planting depth.) Spread the roots in different directions and then refill the hole.

				[image: 450994 fg0301.eps]

				Figure 3-1: For bare-root shrubs, set the plant on a cone of soil in the middle of the hole.

				2. Build a soil basin and water deeply, as shown in Figure 3-2.

				3. Apply an organic mulch 2 to 3 inches deep, mounding the soil over the shrub if planting roses, as shown in Figure 3-3.

				[image: 450994 fg0302.eps]

				Figure 3-2: Soil basin directs water to roots.

				[image: 450994 fg0303.eps]

				Figure 3-3: Mounding soil over a bare-root rose.

			

		

	
		
			
				Chapter 4

				Solutions for Your Landscape Problems

				In This Chapter

				[image: arrow] Landscaping a shady area

				[image: arrow] Preventing winter injury of plants

				You can design the most beautiful landscape on paper, with wonderful plant combinations and eye-catching color, but if the plants don’t thrive where they’re planted, they won’t look good and neither will your yard. In this chapter, we discuss growing plants in shady areas and talk about winter hardiness.

				Handling Shady Areas

				We’ve probably never been anywhere near your home or yard, but we can say one thing about it for sure: It has some shady spots. If nowhere else, it’s shady along the north side of your house. It should also be shady in the morning on the west side of your house and shady in the afternoon on the east side. And that doesn’t even include the shady areas under big trees that you may have on your lot. 

				How do we know this? Well, plants have different sun requirements — some like a lot, some like a little. Plant them in the wrong place and you have problems — shade lovers turn yellow, fry, and die in the sun; sun lovers get leggy, won’t bloom, and often become diseased in the shade. We can give you an easy tip on where to put plants that like a lot of sun — you plant them in a sunny spot. But things are a little trickier with plants that grow in shade. That’s because not all shade is the same. Here are the three types of shade:

				[image: check.jpg]Partial shade: This is the sunny in the morning, shady in the afternoon, and vice versa scenario. Many plants thrive in cool morning sun and afternoon shade. In fact, in very hot climates, partial shade is often the ideal situation. Shade in the morning and sun in the afternoon is a different story altogether. In the afternoon, the sun is hotter, further stressing plants that would rather have shade. In such situations, you’re better off planting sun-loving plants.

				[image: check.jpg]Dappled or filtered shade: This is the kind of shade you get from tall trees. As long as the canopy isn’t too dense, dappled or filtered shade is a great situation for shade lovers. There is, however, one caveat: Large trees often have very greedy roots. If you’re planting under existing trees, be ready to watch the plants carefully and water more often than usual. Tree roots suck up water and nutrients quickly, making it difficult for new planting to get established. You should also know that, depending on how plants are positioned or how big the trees are, dappled shade can be more like partial shade if plants get direct sun early in the morning or late in the afternoon.

				[image: check.jpg]Full shade: This is where it’s shady all day. It could be in a woodsy area under a large canopy of trees or the shade on the north side of your house. Or it could be on the woodsy north side of your house — now that’s very shady. In fact, it may be too shady for all but cave dwellers.

				How well certain plants will grow in those various shades also depends on how hot a climate you live in. In this section, we give you lists of different kinds of trees and shrubs that grow in some type of shade. Chances are, if a tree or shrub is described as growing in full sun or part shade, it’s better for areas with brighter light. If it says plant in shade, it will do okay in full shade and possibly in very heavy shade. In either case, you can’t really find any hard and fast rules.

				[image: tip.eps] From a design standpoint, plants with big leaves, white flowers, or variegated white foliage put on the best show in shady landscapes. In fact, planting any light-colored flowers is a good way to light up a shady area.

				Trees for shady landscapes

				In addition to Japanese maple and flowering dogwood (both covered in Chapter 2), the following are mostly small trees that grow especially well under the canopy of taller trees:

				[image: check.jpg]Serviceberry: There are several species of this outstanding small tree. They offer a long season of color through spring flowers, edible berries, and glowing yellow, orange, or red fall color. They’re hardy to at least Zone 4 (–30°F) and prefer acid soils. Serviceberries usually grow as multi-trunk trees and rarely reach over 15 to 20 feet high.

				[image: check.jpg]Katsura tree: Tiny reddish-pink spring flowers; handsome, heart-shaped leaves that turn glowing yellow or red in autumn; and a beautifully-shaped canopy more than justify growing this excellent deciduous tree. Slow growing to 40 to 50 feet, katsura tree prefers ample water and protection from hot sun and strong wind. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				[image: check.jpg]Silver bell: A stunning North American native that prefers shady conditions and acid soil. White, bell-shaped, spring flowers are followed by interesting seed pods that last into fall and winter. Roundish leaves turn yellow in fall. Usually grows 25 to 35 feet with multiple trunks. Hardy to Zone 5 (–20°F).

				Shrubs for shade

				Azalea and rhododendron, boxwood, camellia, euonymus, gardenia, glossy abelia, heavenly bamboo, hydrangea, and viburnum (all covered in Chapter 3) work well in shade, as do the following shrubs:

				[image: check.jpg]Barberries: Evergreen and deciduous shrubs known for their thorny stems, red berries, and tough constitution. Some have showy yellow flowers and colorful foliage. Upright-growing barberries make excellent hedges and barriers. Most barberries can grow in sun or partial shade and thrive under a variety of growing conditions.

				[image: check.jpg]Mahonia: Evergreen with spiny leaves and yellow flowers. Grows 5 to 12 feet high. Drought-tolerant.

				[image: check.jpg]Tobira: Evergreen. A handsome, well-behaved shrub with glossy deep green leaves and clusters of white, fragrant spring flowers. The species is rounded and can reach over 10 feet high but can easily be kept lower with pruning. Plant in full sun to light shade. Hardy to Zone 8 (10°F).

				What’s Winter Hardy?

				Terms such as cold hardy, frost hardy, and winter hardy are used to describe woody plants that can survive freezing temperatures without injury during the winter. So, this section is for those of you who live where it gets cold in winter. Of course, cold is a relative term.

				Even though landscapers are natural-born experimenters, imagine investing a few thousand dollars and your free time in summer planting a new landscape only to watch the plants curl their toes and die their first winter. To avoid that is exactly why climate zones were invented.

				Climate zones are most critical for permanent landscape plants — the type of plants you find in this book. If you want a tree, shrub, vine, or perennial to survive and grow year after year, the plant must tolerate year-round conditions in your area — most often, this means the lowest and highest temperatures. Other factors are important too, namely the amount and distribution of rainfall (or availability of irrigation water) and soil conditions.

				[image: remember.eps] To find out which zone you’re living in, go to www.garden.org/zipzone.

				Maximizing winter hardiness for plants

				Landscapers can, to some degree, help plants adapt to winter.

				[image: check.jpg]Reduce the amount of nitrogen fertilizer that you apply after mid-July and stop by late summer. Commercial growers decrease the rate of nitrogen fertilizer by approximately one-half and double the rate of potassium application in late summer. Plants should enter the autumn season as healthy as possible, but not rapidly growing, or their acclimation may be affected.

				[image: check.jpg]Because plants — especially evergreens — often dessicate (dry out) during winter, the soil in which evergreens are being grown should be well irrigated in mid-to-late autumn, before the soil freezes. If the landscape where evergreens are located is in a dry site, sandy soil, or under the overhang of a roof, irrigate the soil in midwinter when the temperature is above freezing.

				Protecting landscape plants in winter

				Take the following steps to decrease the likelihood of winter injury to your plants:

				[image: check.jpg]Plant on the north side. Choose a location for marginally hardy plants with a northern or eastern exposure rather than south or southwest. Plants facing the south are more exposed to the sun on warm winter days and, thus, experience greater daily temperature variation.

				[image: check.jpg]Mulch. Apply a layer of mulch, 2 to 21⁄2 inches deep, after the soil freezes to keep the soil cold rather than protect the soil from becoming cold. This practice reduces injury from plant roots heaving (coming out of the soil) because of alternate freezing and thawing. Plants that benefit from this practice include perennials, alpine plants (plants adapted to very cold, usually high elevation areas), rock landscape plants, strawberries, and other shallow-rooted species. A mulch helps maintain even soil temperature and retains soil moisture.

				 Apply bark products, composts, peat moss, pine needles, straw, hay, or any one of a number of materials that your local garden center carries. You can prop pine boughs or remains from a Christmas tree against and over evergreens to help protect against damage by wind and sun.

				[image: check.jpg]Tie your plants. Multiple leader (that means branched) plants such as arborvitae, juniper, and yew may be damaged by the weight of snow or ice. Prevent plant breakage by fastening heavy twine at the base of the plant and winding it spirally around and upward to the top and back down in a reverse spiral. Use this technique as your plants become larger and begin to open at the top.

				[image: check.jpg]Use a burlap screen. Stretch a section of burlap around four stakes to protect young plants from the south, west, and windward exposures (see Figure 4-1).

				[image: 450994 fg0401.eps]

				Figure 4-1: A wind screen of burlap protects a young plant from wind and the rays of winter sun.

				 A wrap of burlap with the stakes can offer protection to plants against drying from sun and wind, and drift from de-icing salts applied to drives and streets. Wrap the “body” of the evergreens, but don’t cover the top of the plant because some light is necessary, even during winter.

				[image: check.jpg]Use antitranspirants (antidesiccants). Narrow and broadleaf evergreens lose moisture through leaves in winter. Because the soil moisture may be frozen, plant roots can’t absorb what’s lost and the foliage desiccates, turns brown, and may drop. This can be serious with evergreen azalea, holly, boxwood, and rhododendron. 

				 First, make sure that evergreens are properly watered throughout the growing season and into the fall. Decrease watering slightly in autumn to encourage hardening off, and then water thoroughly in October and continue until soil freezes. 

				 Applying an antitranspirant, also called antidesiccant, reduces transpiration (loss of water from the leaves) and damage to the foliage from winter drought. At least two applications per season — one in December and another in February — are usually necessary to provide protection all winter. A number of products are available in most garden centers.

				[image: check.jpg]Prevent animal damage. Some landscape plants, especially during a time when you have an extended period of snow cover, become a food source for rabbits, mice, or moles. When their normal food supply is covered with ice or snow, rodents turn to the bark and young stems of apple, flowering crabapple, mountain ash, hawthorn, euonymus, and viburnum, among others. Complete girdling (removal of the outer bark and transport cells of the plant) of stems by rodents kills the plants and partial girdling weakens the plants and creates wounds for borers and disease organisms to enter.

				 Protect stems and trunks of these plants in late autumn with plastic collars cut in a spiral fashion so that they can be slipped around tree trunks. You can also use hardware cloth (small mesh wire screen) as a stem wrap along with aluminum foil.

				 Spray or paint trunks, stems, and lower limbs with rodent repellents. A number of these materials are available in most garden centers. Repeat the application at least once during a warm period in midwinter. Mixing the repellents with an antitranspirant often results in extended effectiveness of these products.
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