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				Connections that work for you.

				Pinterest — the virtual pinboard that lets you “organize and share things you love” — is now the third largest social media site after Facebook and Twitter. But it’s so new, and growing so rapidly, that most people don’t know how to make the most of it.

				Whether you’re interested in using Pinterest to collect recipes, fashion, and home design ideas, or to collaborate on photos and hobbies, you’ve come to the right place for help.

				Dedicated to helping you stay connected with friends, family, and community, AARP has teamed up with Dummies to offer sound advice and solutions for using tech to connect. This easy-to-understand resource offers

					•	the basics of Pinterest — and why you need to get on board

					•	step-by-step instructions for doing everything from signing up for an account, setting up your first board, creating your first pin, and interacting with the community — all free

					•	ways to protect your security

				Whatever role Pinterest plays in your life, whether you’re a novice or a hardcore user, we’ve got solutions to help you . . . and help you have fun. 

				So welcome to this new universe. Let us be your guide.
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				AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that helps people 50 and older improve their lives. For more than 50 years, AARP has been serving our members and society by creating positive social change. AARP’s mission is to enhance the quality of life for all as  we age; lead positive social change; and deliver value to  members through information, service and advocacy.
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				Introduction

				Pinterest is a mesmerizing and beautiful social network driven by visual content. It’s a virtual pinboard, and you can imagine it as an online place where you pin images of things you want to save and remember: quotes that motivate you, do-it-yourself projects you long to do one day, gadgets you would love to buy, pictures from websites that are packed with useful information, or recipes for next Friday’s dinner. The primary difference between Pinterest and a physical pinboard hanging over your desk is that your Pinterest pinboards are created and shared with the online world. 

				Pinterest is new, but it isn’t merely a passing fad. The site’s growth has been explosive. In January 2011, Pinterest attracted 11.7 million unique visitors, according to comScore. That made it the third fastest-growing website for the month, and the fastest independent site to reach the 10 million monthly unique visitor threshold. The site has received praise in Time, which featured it on the 50 Best Websites of 2011 list. 

				About This Book

				This book provides all the core instructions you need to jump into Pinterest and thrive. The best way for you to supplement the knowledge you gain in this book is to experience Pinterest hands-on and get comfortable with it. Pinterest is a site well suited both to early adopters of social media and to newcomers. The platform is simple to use and navigate when you get the hang of it, and this book walks you through all the steps to join, use, socialize, and flourish on Pinterest.

				Icons Used in This Book

				I use some basic icons throughout this book to help you quickly scan and find useful information and tips. 

				[image: tip.eps]	When you see the Tip icon, you’re getting a quick tidbit of handy information on using Pinterest.

				[image: remember.eps]	When you see this Remember icon, be sure to tuck the information away for future reference.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Watch out! As with any social network, you might need to avoid some pitfalls or discover some need-to-know quirks.

				Where to Go from Here

				If you get stuck, have a question, or need any help, feel free to ask me! Like and interact with the Facebook Pinterest For Dummies page at www.facebook.com/pinterestfordummies, find me on Twitter at http://twitter.com/typeamom, and please follow me on Pinterest at http://pinterest.com/kelby.

				Please note that some special symbols used in this eBook may not display properly on all eReader devices. If you have trouble determining any symbol, please call Wiley Product Technical Support at 800-762-2974. Outside of the United States, please call 317-572-3993.  You can also contact Wiley Product Technical Support at www.wiley.com/techsupport.

				

				

				

			

		

	
		
			
				Part I

				Joining Pinterest and Managing Your Account

				In This Part

				[image: arrow] Getting and giving an invitation to Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Creating and changing your Pinterest profile

				[image: arrow] Communicating through Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Finding time to use Pinterest

				The first time you visit Pinterest, you may notice immediately that it’s an aesthetically pleasing site. Figure 1-1 shows the Pinterest home page. You can see how much it relies on visually stunning photos. The second thing you may notice is that you can’t join  without an invitation. Although I presume the site will eventually become open to public registrations, it’s currently in invitation-only mode.

				This chapter walks you through the processes of getting your foot in the door with Pinterest as well as  getting your profile set up. You also find out how to manage the communication you send and receive from Pinterest, and how to change account settings or deactivate your account. At the end, I give you some tips for fitting Pinterest into your busy life.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0101.tif]

				Figure 1-1: The Pinterest home page.

				Asking to Join Pinterest

				You have two options for joining Pinterest at the time of this writing:

				[image: check.png] Request an invitation from Pinterest. This option requires waiting until your invitation is sent directly from Pinterest. If you choose this option, you should receive an immediate e-mail from Pinterest thanking you for adding your name to the waiting list, and then you must wait (two days to two weeks) for an invitation to arrive.

				[image: check.png] Ask a friend to invite you. If you know someone who’s a member of Pinterest, ask her to invite you. (She’ll need your e-mail address to do so.) The advantage of opting for this method is you get your invitation right away.

				[image: tip.eps]	To sign up, you must either register via your Facebook account or your Twitter account. One or the other is required to sign up for Pinterest.

				Requesting an invitation from Pinterest

				Requesting an invitation is quite simple — just follow these steps:

					1.	Click the large, red Request an Invite button on the top-middle area on the Pinterest home page. (Refer to Figure 1-1.)

						A form appears, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0102.eps]

				Figure 1-2: Enter your e-mail address to request an invite.

					2.	Enter your e-mail address and click the Request Invitation button, as shown in Figure 1-2.

				[image: remember.eps]	If you don’t receive the confirmation e-mail within minutes, check your e-mail’s spam folder. If the confirmation e-mail goes into spam, the actual invitation may land there as well, and you’ll miss it. 

				Asking a member for an invitation

				The quicker and easier method of getting an invitation is to ask for one from a friend who’s already a Pinterest member. Finding someone who is a Pinterest member might not be as difficult as you think. Pinterest has  4 million users (and that number is growing rapidly), and many members are happy to help newcomers join.

				Here are a few ways to find a friend to ask to invite you:

				[image: check.png] Post a status update on Twitter or Facebook that you’re seeking an invitation to Pinterest. 

				[image: check.png] Join the Pinterest Facebook fan page and request an invitation from fellow fans. Go to www.facebook.com/pinterest. Click the Like button and write a Wall post requesting an invitation. Include an e-mail address you don’t mind posting.

				[image: check.png] Search Pinterest on Twitter to see whether someone you know is a member already. Log in to Twitter and enter Pinterest as a search term in the top Search bar or visit http://twitter.com/#!/search/pinterest. The search results include anyone who has shared a pin in a tweet as well as people who tweet about Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Browse Pinterest.com to see whether someone already there is a friend of yours. Type a name into the Search field in the top-left corner of the screen. When you get the results, click People to view search results by users’ names.

				[image: check.png] Post on other social networks, such as Google+, to see whether someone is a member of Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Check the Pinterest page on Facebook. Go to www.facebook.com/pinterest and click the Like button if you haven’t already. You see a list of your friends who are Pinterest fans (as shown in the top right of Figure 1-3). 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0103.eps]

				Figure 1-3: The Pinterest Facebook page showing all friends who are fans of Pinterest.

				When you’ve found a friend who is willing to invite you to Pinterest, give that friend your e-mail address. Then your friend can formally invite you to join Pinterest.

				Connecting Twitter and Facebook

				After you receive your invitation, you’re all set, right? Well, maybe. To register, you must first have a Twitter or a Facebook account. Although this might appear to be an inconvenience, restricting registrations to those already active in social media seems to have had the desired effect of preventing spam submissions on Pinterest.

				To integrate your Facebook or Twitter account with Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Get a Facebook or Twitter account.

						If you don’t already have a Twitter (http://twitter.com) or a Facebook (www.facebook.com) account, you need to create one. You can get an account for free with either one, and you can set up and activate an account with either very easily and quickly.

				[image: tip.eps]	If you must choose only one social network to integrate, note that Facebook has the advantage of pulling in all friends on that network to allow you to easily add them as friends on Pinterest.

					2.	Log in to your Facebook or Twitter account, which makes your registration go more smoothly.

					3.	In the Pinterest invitation e-mail you received, click the link to register.

					4.	On the Pinterest registration screen that appears, click either the Facebook button or the Twitter link. 

						You can add either site at registration and then integrate the other one later, if you choose.

					5.	Enter your profile details — a username, e-mail address, and password — in the text boxes provided. 

						After you fill out this information, you’re officially a member of Pinterest — congratulations!

				
					
				

				[image: remember.eps]	Choose your username carefully. It determines the URL for your profile on Pinterest. (For example, mine is http://www.pinterest.com/kelby.)

				[image: tip.eps]	If you’re creating a Pinterest business account, you might want to use your company’s name in your profile instead of your personal name.

				Setting Up Your Profile

				After integrating Pinterest with Facebook or Twitter, you must go through a few steps to set up your basic Pinterest profile. Some of the options appear only during the registration process (such as the suggested followers), so be aware you won’t be able to return to all of these steps. To begin setting up your profile, follow these steps:

					1.	Indicate your interests by clicking the images for any that apply (see Figure 1-4).

				[image: remember.eps]	Pinterest automatically sets up your account to follow a few members who match your interests. (If you don’t want to follow these members, no problem — you can unfollow them right away.)

					2.	Click the Follow People button at the bottom of the page (you may need to scroll down to view the button).

					3.	Review the members you’re now following and make any necessary adjustments.

						After you indicate your interests, Pinterest displays the list of members it has chosen for you to follow. Pinterest also automatically sets up your profile to follow those friends from either Twitter or Facebook (whichever you used to register) who are already established on Pinterest.

					4.	Create your first pinboards by clicking the Create Boards button.

					5.	On the screen that appears (see Figure 1-5), name your new pinboards by using the appropriate text boxes.

						Your profile and pins will be organized by these boards. Pinterest automatically suggests some boards for you to create. You can use those, or you can change the text in the boxes to boards you would like to create. 

				[image: tip.eps]	You don’t need to agonize over boards as you go through this process. You can easily create more boards later. (I cover creating boards in Part II.) You can also edit the name and description of a board at any time.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0104.tif]

				Figure 1-4: Choose interests during profile set up.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0105.tif]

				Figure 1-5: Create your first pinboards.

					6.	(Optional) Add the Pin It bookmark button.

						Depending on your browser, this step shows instructions on adding a Pin It button. In most browsers, you drag the button on the screen up to your browser’s top toolbar.

				Finish setting up your profile with the following items:

				[image: check.png] Add a profile picture: When you signed up, Pinterest acquired your default profile image automatically — it copied the profile image you were using at the social network that you integrated during registration. If you’d like, you can change that image at any time from the Settings page. (Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page, and choose Settings from the drop-down menu.)

				[image: remember.eps]	An ideal profile image is square. Also, it must at least be 200 x 200 pixels in size, or it will appear pixelated and distorted on your profile page.

				[image: check.png] Add a bio: A bio helps tell others on Pinterest about you. When someone visits your profile page, your bio is displayed just below your profile picture in the left column. To update your bio later, visit your main profile page and click the Edit Profile link right under your picture in the left column. Then adjust the About section of the resulting form accordingly, as shown in Figure 1-6.

				[image: check.png] Set your e-mail preferences: Do you want Pinterest to notify you of all activity related to your profile by e-mail alert? Or do you dislike e-mails and prefer to get your updates when you go directly to the site? The Pinterest settings allow for a variety of preferences. 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0106.eps]

				Figure 1-6: Enter your bio on Pinterest.

				Managing the Communication Flow

				Yes, Pinterest is a social network, but that doesn’t mean you necessarily want to share everything (or everywhere) or have your e-mail inbox overrun with constant notifications. The advice I give people regularly regarding all social networks and the Internet is just as applicable here. Don’t say something online unless you’re comfortable with anyone being able to see it: your parents, your children, your boss, your spouse, or strangers. 

				Keeping your account out of Google Search

				One way to increase your privacy on Pinterest is to set your profile so it doesn’t appear in Google Search. For most people, there’s no reason for this setting (and, in fact, it’s counterproductive to getting more exposure on Pinterest), but it is available as an option.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Although this setting will cut back on public and nonmember views of your profile, remember that people can still find many other pathways to find your profile and content on Pinterest.

				To keep your profile out of Google Search, follow these instructions:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	On the Edit Profile page, scroll down until you see the Visibility section and click the slider to change it to On to hide your profile from search engines. 

						The default Visibility setting is Off; see Figure 1-7.

					4.	At the bottom of the page, click the Save Profile button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0107.tif]

				Figure 1-7: The Visibility option under Settings.

				Reducing e-mail from Pinterest

				It’s nice to know when you get new followers or someone repins, likes, or comments on something you’ve pinned. As hard as e-mail can be to wrangle these days, however, you might want to cut down on the volume. Fortunately, Pinterest allows you to customize how much or how little e-mail you receive. To adjust your e-mail settings, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	On the Edit Profile page, click the Change Email Settings button.

					4.	On the Email Setting page (see Figure 1-8), adjust the settings to reflect your preferences, including:

					•	Turn e-mail notifications on or off.

					•	Set how often you receive e-mails (immediately for more e-mails or a daily summary for fewer).

					•	Select the check boxes for the notifications you want to receive.

				[image: remember.eps]	You can always come back and change your settings later if you decide you’re getting too many or too few e-mails.

					5.	Scroll to the bottom of the page and click the Save Settings button.

				Controlling social sharing when you pin

				The ability to share your pins (even as you pin) on Facebook and Twitter is handy. If you have Pinterest integrated into your Facebook Timeline, all your activity on Pinterest automatically appears on your Facebook Wall (even pins you don’t specifically share on Facebook). If you tweet a pin, you’ll post an update to your Twitter profile with a link to the pin and basic information about the pin.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0108.tif]

				Figure 1-8: The e-mail options available on Pinterest.

				In most cases, this visible activity isn’t a major issue, because you’re already sharing publicly online. If it is a concern, however, you can adjust these social network connections by following these instructions:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and locate the area with the Facebook and Twitter settings. (See Figure 1-9.)

					4.	Click the slider On or Off for linking Facebook, depending on your preference.

					5.	If you’ve integrated Facebook with your Pinterest account, you can also click the slider On or Off for the Add Pinterest to Facebook Timeline option.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0109.eps]

				Figure 1-9: Finding the social network settings.

				[image: tip.eps]	If you want to have the ability to share certain pins manually on Facebook without the automated sharing of all activity, keep Facebook linked but click the slider to Off for the Add Pinterest to Facebook Timeline option.

					6.	Click the slider On or Off to link to your Twitter profile, depending on your preference.

					7.	Click the Save Profile button at the bottom of the page.

				Changing Your Username

				You can change your username on Pinterest if you decide the one you chose when you registered isn’t a good fit. It’s a simple process. To change your username, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and locate the Username field. 

					4.	Type a new username in the text box, avoiding spaces and special characters.

					5.	Scroll to the bottom of the page and click the Save Profile button.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Your Pinterest profile’s URL format is http://pinterest.com/USERNAME. If you change your username, that will also change the URL to your profile, so proceed with caution. Anywhere you’ve linked your profile, anyone who has bookmarked your profile, and anyone else who links to your profile will get an error when they go to the old URL. If you do change your username, be sure to update and share any links to your profile using the new URL.

				Deactivating Your Account

				In rare instances, you might want to delete your Pinterest account entirely. If you’re deleting an account to concentrate on a new profile instead, you can go into the profile that’s on the chopping block and repin or like any pins you want to save before you delete the account.

				To delete your Pinterest account, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose the Settings option from the drop-down menu.

					3.	Scroll down the Edit Profile page and click the Delete Account button.

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	A warning screen appears explaining that all the content in your profile will be permanently removed if you delete your account.

					4.	Select the check box labeled Yes, I Want to Delete My Pins and Boards Permanently.

					5.	Click the Delete My Account button.

				Finding Time for Pinterest

				Pinterest can be addictive when you get the hang of it. That can be great if you have all the time in the world. But because I don’t have all the time in the world, I’ve discovered many ways to be active and engaged on Pinterest without letting it get in the way of work, life, sleep, and other social networks. Here are a few tips:

				[image: check.png] Have dedicated Pinterest time each day for pinning, repinning, liking, and commenting. For example, I find it can be a nice way to start the morning over coffee.

				[image: check.png] Limit it to a certain number of minutes. For a heavy user with many boards to maintain, this could mean 10–15-minute stretches three or four times a day. For a new or lighter user, it could mean five minutes twice a day.

				[image: check.png] Install the Pinterest mobile app on your iPhone if you have one. It’s great for those boring times in life when you need to kill a couple minutes. At the time of this writing, the only native app is on iPhone, but there is also a mobile version of the site that you can use on any touchscreen phone or tablet.

				[image: check.png] Schedule your time wisely. Allow for more time on Pinterest when you first begin — so you get the hang of the site. Then scale back the time as you grow comfortable with the site and build a core of followers.

			

		

	
		
			
				Part II

				Creating and Editing Boards

				In This Part

				[image: arrow] Adding your first board

				[image: arrow] Reorganizing and editing your boards

				[image: arrow] Removing a board

				[image: arrow] Finding ways to pin

				[image: arrow] Playing with other people’s pins

				When you sign up for Pinterest, you’re given the option to automatically add some boards based on suggestions from Pinterest. Creating your first board is easy, and now you have time to put some thought into it.

				Boards are the main organization system for Pinterest and are designed to simulate a pinboard hanging up  on your wall. It might help to think boards as buckets with labels on them. Boards organize your pins into a variety of topics, and you get to create those topics. For instance, Figure 2-1 shows my Geeky Goodness board, where I collect articles and pictures that appeal to my geek side.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0201.tif]

				Figure 2-1: An example Pinterest board.

				Adding Your First Board

				Before you create a new board, consider what interests you have that others might have as well. By creating boards that cover interests that others share, you can encourage people to follow you or your boards and engage with those who share your interests. You can be general, or you can be specific, but it should be an interest that will have content worth pinning. Pinterest has become known for certain genres of content (such as food and crafts), but you need not limit yourself to traditionally pretty or artistic topics.

				[image: remember.eps]	A board with just a pin or two isn’t very appealing, so before you create a board be sure you’re interested enough in the topic to populate it with pins.

				To create a new board on Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Sign in to your Pinterest account and click the Add+ button in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page.

					2.	In the Add dialog box that appears, click the Create a Board option.

					3.	When prompted, enter the basic information about your board: the name, category, and who can pin on this board. (See Figure 2-2.)

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0202.tif]

				Figure 2-2: Identify your board.

				Naming your board

				Pinterest is a unique animal on the Internet. In most cases online, being straightforward and clear is ideal. Because creativity is so prevalent on Pinterest, consider mixing boards that have unique and clever names with others that have basic, plain names.

				For example, I have a board of craft and DIY projects. I could have named it that, but instead I named it “Stuff I Will Never Get Around to Making.” My board related to children is “For the Short People.” Although you won’t always have inspiration to get clever, when you can it’s more engaging. The trick is to be both clever and clear so people understand what they can find on the board. 

				You can always go back and change a board name later. Keep in mind, however, that after you name a board, it sets the URL for the board. If you later change it, the URL will also change (and any links to the board directly will no longer work).

				[image: remember.eps]	You can have the same board name as other users because the final URL for your board will include your username (in a format of pinterest.com/USERNAME/BOARDNAME).

				[image: tip.eps]	Board names have a 180-character limit, so you have to keep it brief. Also, the board name can get cut short in some instances, such as on your profile page. Avoid using any more than seven words.

				Choosing a category

				Pinterest allows people to browse by category, so be sure to choose a category that accurately describes your board. In most instances, identifying a category for your board is pretty easy. Pinterest has several categories that cover a wide variety of topics. Click the down-pointing arrow on the right end of the Board Category field (refer to Figure 2-2) and use the drop-down menu to choose the one that best fits.

				You’re limited to the category options Pinterest makes available. Unfortunately, some boards don’t categorize well. If that’s the case for your board, find the best fit (or something general, such as My Life) and move on — don’t let it stop you from creating a board that’s a good idea.

				Deciding who can contribute  to your board

				You can create a board that only you can pin to, or you can create a board that allows other Pinterest users to contribute to it. In most situations, especially if you’re new to Pinterest, a solo board (where only you can add items) makes the most sense. To create a board that only you can pin to, select the Just Me option next to the Who Can Pin? question. (Refer to Figure 2-2.)

				On the other hand, a group board offers many interesting possibilities, such as the following:

				[image: check.png] Collaborating on work projects

				[image: check.png] Planning a home renovation with your family and contractors

				[image: check.png] Promoting a joint cause or topic by sharing statistics on the issue or ways to volunteer

				[image: check.png] Sharing seasonal or topical content, such as a holiday cookie board to collect and share recipes

				To create a group board, select the Me + Contributors option. You can add members either by their Pinterest member name or their e-mail address. Figure 2-3 shows what happens if you start typing a member name in the text box: Pinterest automatically populates a list of possible matches, and you can just click the Add button next to the right person’s name.

				To invite someone via e-mail, type or paste in e-mail addresses one at a time in the field that appears when you click Me + Contributors and then click Add.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0203.eps]

				Figure 2-3: You can add contributors to a board.

				[image: remember.eps]	Some people don’t like to be added to boards without being asked first, especially because the boards then appear on their own profiles. When in doubt, it’s best to check with people first before you add them to a group board.

				Rearranging Boards

				After you create some boards, you may want to rearrange them to bring your favorite and most well-pinned boards to the top. To rearrange your boards, follow these instructions:

					1.	Go to your profile page by clicking your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Click the Rearrange Boards icon (which looks like a computer screen with two arrows) under your name and bio in the center directly to the right of the words Edit Profile. 

					3.	Click and hold on a board to move it, and then release the mouse button when you have the board where you want it.

						Figure 2-4 shows how to drag and drop a board to a new position.

					4.	Click the Save Arrangement button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0204.tif]

				Figure 2-4: Drag and drop to rearrange boards.

				Editing Your Boards

				At some point, you might want to edit one or more of your boards for various reasons. Maybe you came up with a better name for the board, or perhaps you want to add a description. It could be that Pinterest added new categories, and one is a better fit. Whatever the reason, fortunately it’s easy for you to change the details of your boards at any time.

				
					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Be aware that changing the name of a board also changes its web URL. If you (or anyone else) link to your board using the old link, you will get an error. Any links to the board from outside Pinterest should be updated with the new URL. If someone besides you has linked to it, there’s likely little you can do to correct that (except approach each person who linked and ask), so those links will be dead.

				To edit a board, follow these steps: 

					1.	Visit your profile by clicking your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	On your profile page, find the board that’s in need of some editing attention. Click the Edit button for that board.

					3.	On the Edit Board page that appears, change the title, description, who can pin on the board, and/or the category (see Figure 2-5). 

					4.	When you’re done making changes, click the Save Settings button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0205.tif]

				Figure 2-5: You can edit your board as needed.

				Deleting a Board

				In most instances, you edit a board if there’s something about it you don’t like. Still, sometimes boards don’t make sense anymore. The boards you created when Pinterest prompted you might need the old heave ho, or you might have two boards that overlap in content.

				[image: remember.eps]	If you want to delete a board because another one is too similar, you might consider first repinning the pins from the board about to be deleted onto the one that will remain. Otherwise, all your pins on the board about to be deleted will be gone.

				If you need to delete a board, follow these steps:

					1.	On your profile, find the board you want to delete.

					2.	Click the Edit button on the board.

					3.	On the Edit Board page that appears, click the Delete Board button and confirm.

				Adding Quality Pins  to Your Boards

				A pin can be anything visual. Pins that are eye-catching, beautiful, unique, funny, or interesting get pinned most frequently. If you want to share or save an image or a video of something, pinning it is a great way to do so.

				Adding a pin with a website URL

				When you find a web page that you know you’ll want to return to, then as long as the page has an image for pinning, you can follow a few simple steps to pin it by using the web page’s URL.

				[image: remember.eps]	Unless you have a compelling reason, don’t pin from the home page for a site. Particularly on a blog, an image from a post will move off the home page, and later on, people won’t be able to find the source. If you see a post on a blog home page, click the title to go to the permalink (the longer, deep link that takes a reader directly to a post instead of to the list of posts on the home page) for that post and use that URL. Note: Pinning images that belong to others could infringe on their copyright. Obtain permission by contacting the photographer or website owner, or by using works that the owner has given permission to use.

				When you find an image you want to pin — whether it’s in a recipe, an article, or something else — follow these instructions to pin it to your board:

					1.	Copy the URL (from the browser’s address bar) of the page where the image appears.

					2.	Use your web browser to navigate to http://pinterest.com and log in.

					3.	Click the Add+ button at the top-right corner of the screen.

					4.	In the Add dialog box, click the Add a Pin button.

					5.	Paste the URL you copied in Step 1 into the URL field in the Add a Pin dialog box (see Figure 2-6).

					6.	Click the Find Images button to expand the Add a Pin dialog box (see Figure 2-7).

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0206.eps]

				Figure 2-6: Paste the URL.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0207.eps]

				Figure 2-7: Add a pin with a URL.

					7.	To choose an image from the page, click the Next or Prev arrow (refer to Figure 2-7) until you find the image you would like to pin. 

						You can select only one image at a time from the page.

					8.	Use the drop-down list of your boards to select the board for the pin.

					9.	Type a description of the pin in the Describe Your Pin text box.

				[image: remember.eps]	It can be easy to forget that viewers of your pin will have no context for the image. They won’t see the title of the source web page that it came from. Be sure to not only use the description to say how you feel about what you’re pinning (such as “great tips”) but to clearly say exactly what it is (such as “great tips on receiving tweets on your cellphone”). You can also have fun with the description to make it more engaging, to add your personality stamp to it, and to give your followers a sense of why you pinned it.

					10.	Click the Pin It button.

						You’re taken directly to your pin’s page.

				[image: tip.eps]	If you add a pin from a website, you don’t need to provide a source in the description. Pinterest automatically links the image and the pin to the original URL you provided, and it shows the main domain name of the website on the pin’s page.

				Installing the Pinterest Pin It  button for easier pinning 

				To make it easier to pin great images as you browse the Internet, install the Pin It button to your web browser toolbar. When it’s installed, you can click the Pin It button from any web page. To install the Pin It button, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and click the About button in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page.

					2.	Choose Pin It Button from the resulting menu.

					3.	Scroll to the top of the Goodies page to find the Pin It button, as shown in Figure 2-8.

						Pinterest can tell which browser you’re using and provides browser-specific instructions for installing the Pin It button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0208.eps]

				Figure 2-8: The Pin It button and instructions.

					4.	Follow the instructions on Pinterest for installing the Pin It button in your particular browser.

				[image: tip.eps]	Pinterest provides a video on how to install the Pin It button. If you don’t see the video right away, scroll down a little bit on the page. 

				Using the Pin It button to add a pin

				The Pin It button makes it quick and easy to pin images during your normal web browsing. Instead of copying and pasting URLs and going between Pinterest and the site you’re browsing, you can do it all in a couple of clicks. You need not even leave the site you’re browsing, but you should be logged in to Pinterest.

					1.	Navigate to the page with the image you’d like to pin to a board.

					2.	Click the Pinterest Pin It button on your bookmark toolbar.

						A new page appears showing any pinnable images from the page. (See Figure 2-9.) Below each image are the dimensions of the image in pixels. 

				[image: remember.eps]	Keep in mind that larger images look better on Pinterest than smaller ones. Also be aware that some images simply can’t be pinned due to the coding, and also because Pinterest allows sites to opt out of being pinned. If either is the case, you can’t pin those images.

					3.	Click the image you want to pin.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0209.eps]

				Figure 2-9: Choose an image to appear as your pin.

					4.	In the Create Pin pop-up window, use the drop-down list to select the board you want to pin to. Then type a description.

					5.	Click the Pin It button.

						You then see a dialog box that gives you the option to view your pin or (if you have Twitter integrated) tweet your pin.

				Uploading an image as a pin

				You can also upload your own image as a pin instead of pinning content that already exists online. Image upload can be great for pinning interesting sights you see during your day or in your travels, for example. Unlike a pin from a website, a direct image upload doesn’t link to its original source. If you’re uploading your own image, it would not be a copyright violation, but if you’re uploading someone else’s image, it could be, and the same goes for an image from a website — just because you upload from the original source and give attribution doesn’t mean you avoid infringement. 

				[image: remember.eps]	You’re safest when you upload only images that you take yourself, and you should make that clear in the way you word the pin description. For example, the description could be something like, “We’re in Paris! Here’s a picture I took of the Eiffel Tower.” Uploading other people’s images can be a copyright violation because they own the rights to the image, even if you link to the source and add a photo credit in the description. By explaining that you took the photo, you make it clear who owns the image and that you didn’t violate anyone’s copyrights.

				
					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Be careful to avoid taking photos of copyrighted material, such as an entire article or spread in a magazine or anything that completely reproduces someone else’s copyrighted image. 

				To upload an image as a pin, follow these steps:

					1.	Use your browser to navigate to http://pinterest.com and log in.

					2.	Click the Add+ button in the top-right corner of the screen.

					3.	In the Add dialog box, click the Upload a Pin button.

					4.	Click the Browse button in the Upload a Pin dialog box to find the image on your computer’s hard drive.

					5.	Select the image in the File Upload dialog box (see Figure 2-10) and click Open.

					6.	The Upload a Pin dialog box expands to show the image as well as a drop-down list and a description text box.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0210.eps]

				Figure 2-10: Upload an image to pin.

					7.	Use the drop-down list to select a board.

					8.	Type a description of your pin in the text box.

					9.	Click the Pin It button.

						You’re taken directly to the pin’s page. Although you can upload images, you can’t directly upload video.

				Repinning

				When you share another user’s existing pin, placing that user’s pin on one of your own boards, that’s called repinning. Repinning is fun and easy, and it’s a wonderful way to build up quality pins on your boards quickly. Using repins also allows you to remain active without dedicating massive blocks of time to hunting down great images from around the web to pin. Although you still want to do that as well, I would estimate a large portion of pins on Pinterest are actually repinned.

				
					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Before repinning, confirm that the original pin is not infringing on copyright. If the original pin is a copyright infringement, or if the original pinner got permission that only covered the original pin, you might be at risk of liability.

				To repin a pin, follow these steps:

					1.	Find a pin that you would like to repin and mouse over it; three buttons — Repin, Like, and Comment — appear. 

					2.	Click the Repin button.

					3.	In the Repin dialog box, use the drop-down list to choose one of your boards to use for the repin.

					4.	Type a description of the pin in the text box.

					5.	Click the Pin It button.

				Finding pins to repin

				You can find pins to repin in several ways. Your repins can come both from those Pinterest members you follow and from the general Pinterest membership. Use the following bullets as your guide while hunting for great pins on the Pinterest site:

				[image: check.png] Browsing the stream of people you follow: When you signed up, Pinterest automatically set you up to follow some people with similar interests and possibly your Facebook friends. To see the stream of people you’re following, use your browser to navigate to http://pinterest.com while logged into Pinterest. The main page is filled with the latest pins from the people you follow, as shown in Figure 2-11.

				[image: check.png] Browsing categories: Pinterest also has an assortment of categories, which I often use when I want to go outside my own stream. Searching by category can also be great when you’re seeking pins for a specific board. The categories range from cars and motorcycles to home décor, and from geeky items to weddings and events. To browse the latest pins in a category, mouse over (but don’t click!) the Everything link in the top-middle of the screen and click a category from the options.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0211.tif]

				Figure 2-11: The recent pins of the people you follow.

				[image: check.png] Browsing videos: Much of the emphasis on Pinterest is on pictures and graphics, but you can also pin (and, thus, repin) videos. You can find videos to repin by clicking the Videos link in the top-middle of the screen and then you can mouse over a video to access the Repin button.

				[image: check.png] Using the Pinterest Search feature: Pinterest has a Search feature for finding pins, boards, and users. The Search text box is located in the top-left corner of any page on the site. You can type a search term in the Search text box and then click the Search button (the magnifying glass icon) to perform a search. After you’ve clicked the Search button, you see results. The default results are pins that match your terms. You can then filter your search results by boards or people by clicking your choice (a text link for Boards or People) just above the results.

				Changing or crediting the original  pinner’s comment

				When you repin, Pinterest automatically populates the repin’s description with the original pinner’s comment. Sometimes, people personalize these descriptions with comments that wouldn’t make sense displayed on your board, such as identifying by name a friend who would love it. In other instances, people might be violating the content creator’s copyrights by copying and pasting an entire post. Or maybe the original pinner might object to your use of his comment. The safest approach is not to reuse any original comments verbatim without the permission of the original pinner.

				Liking a Pin

				Sometimes it makes more sense to like a pin than it does to repin it. You might see a pin that doesn’t rise to the level of putting it on your own boards, or maybe you don’t have any boards that are a good fit and don’t foresee needing such a board. In those cases, you may just want to like the pin rather than repin it.

				Liking a pin does a couple of things: 

				[image: check.png] It adds to the pin’s Like stats and shows that the pin has been endorsed. 

				[image: check.png] It allows you to save the pin for viewing later without having to put it on a board. 

				To like a pin on the Pinterest home page stream, a search page, or a category page, mouse over the image and click the Like button. (See Figure 2-12.)

				To like a pin from its page, click the Like button at the top of the page. The latest pins you’ve liked appear after you click the Likes tab on your profile page.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0212.eps]

				Figure 2-12: Click Like on a pin to save it to your profile.

				Commenting on a Pin

				You can comment on Pinterest pins, which can be a way to add your thoughts, ask questions, and interact with other members. You can comment on a pin directly from the home page stream, a category page, or a search results page. To comment on a pin, follow these steps:

					1.	Mouse over the pin’s image.

					2.	Click the Comment button that appears above the pin’s image.

					3.	A text box appears below the pin’s image. 

					4.	Type your comment and then click the Comment button beneath the text box.

				[image: remember.eps]	When you comment on a pin, that comment is public. The member whose pin you commented on may receive an e-mail notification, depending on that person’s settings. Pinterest does not, however, notify you if someone replies to your comment unless you have asked it to in your e-mail preferences. Because there’s also no way to see your comment history beyond your most recent activity on your profile page, you may also want to like or repin when you comment so you can revisit the pin later for responses.

				To comment on a pin from a pin page, scroll to the bottom, click where it says Add a Comment (see  Figure 2-13), and type your comment. Then click the Post Comment button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0213.eps]

				Figure 2-13: Add a comment on a pin page.

			

		

	
		
			
				Part III

				Socializing and Following Pinterest Etiquette

				In This Part

				[image: arrow] Locating friends on Pinterest

				[image: arrow] Following profiles and boards

				[image: arrow] Sharing pins

				[image: arrow] Recognizing your sources

				[image: arrow] Steering clear of copyright infringement

				[image: arrow] Telling Pinterest about spam and inappropriate pins

				To truly experience Pinterest and prosper there, you need to socialize. The core of socializing is finding and interacting with friends and followers, as well as inviting your own friends who are interested in joining Pinterest but haven’t yet received the coveted Pinterest invitation.

				And Pinterest is a fun site that makes it easy to share content, but with that comes a number of pitfalls. You can pin in such a way as to annoy other members, which could lose you followers or get you reported. You can also, even unwittingly, violate someone’s copyright, which could potentially lead to a host of problems. By following some simple guidelines, you can be an active and responsible participant in Pinterest.

				Finding People to Follow  on Pinterest

				Chances are good that you already have many friends who are also on Pinterest. Chances are also good that you’re going to want to follow some of these individuals. Following a Pinterest member is easy — it’s just a matter of finding those people that you want to follow. You also have followers (people who follow your profile) and those you follow, listed under following on your profile. Also, people can follow your boards (some or all) and vice versa. To find people who are following you so you can follow them back, use these instructions:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account and click your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	In the top-right corner of your personal Pinterest page, click the link that states a number followed by the word followers.

					3.	Scroll on the resulting Your Followers page and click the Follow button next to anyone whose boards you want to follow.

				[image: tip.eps]	To follow any Pinterest member from his or her profile, click the Follow All button in the center of the profile page. When you follow all, you’re listed on the user’s followers page and included in his count for followers. If you follow only certain boards instead of the Follow All option, however, you aren’t listed or counted.

				Following Facebook friends on Pinterest

				If you have Facebook connected to your Pinterest account, you can quickly find any of your Facebook friends who are also members of Pinterest. To find and follow Facebook friends on Pinterest, follow these steps:

					1.	Log in to your Pinterest account, and from the Pinterest home page, mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the screen.

					2.	Choose Find Friends from the drop-down menu.

						Your Facebook friends who are already Pinterest members are listed in the column on the right, and Facebook friends who aren’t on Pinterest yet are listed in the column on the left. (See Figure 3-1.) 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0301.eps]

				Figure 3-1: You can follow Facebook friends.

				
					
				

				[image: tip.eps]	If your Pinterest account isn’t connected to Facebook, instead of a list of friends, you get a big, bold Find Friends from Facebook button. 

					3.	Click the Follow All button (refer to Figure 3-1) to quickly follow all of your Facebook friends who are already Pinterest members. 

						Alternatively, you can individually click the Follow button next to a specific name to follow that Facebook friend on Pinterest.

				Following individual boards

				You can follow a profile (which will put all of the person’s pins from all of the person’s boards into your homepage stream) or you can pick and choose specific boards. You can follow a board from a pin page or from a member’s profile page. Both of these ways for following a board are simple, two-step processes:

					1.	On a pin page, which is reached by clicking the image of any pin, locate the name and image of the board in which the pin appears and click the Follow button.

						You can find the board’s name and more recent pins to it below the pin image.

					2.	Click the Follow button.

				To follow a board from a member’s profile, take these steps:

					1.	Visit the member’s profile by clicking his or her name under the pin you like.

					2.	For any board you want to follow, click the Follow button underneath the board name and the thumbnail images of its recent pins. (See Figure 3-2.)

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0302.eps]

				Figure 3-2: Follow a board from a member’s profile.

				There may come a time when you want to unfollow a board in your stream — perhaps someone is making really annoying pins to a board and you no longer want to follow it. If that’s the case, here’s how you can unfollow a board:

					1.	Click the board name to visit the board.

						As you view the pins in your stream, notice that beneath each pin is the name of the pinner followed by the word onto. The text after onto is the board name for the board the pin appears on.

					2.	On the board page that appears, click the Unfollow button in the top-center area of the page. (See Figure 3-3.)

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0303.eps]

				Figure 3-3: Opting to unfollow a board.

				Adding friends from pins and boards

				Another way to find people to follow is to look for pins and boards that interest you and follow the creators. Although you won’t know these people personally or have necessarily interacted with them on other social networks, it’s a great way to bring pins on the topics you love onto your home page stream.

				To find like-minded Pinterest members via pins and boards, you can browse categories or use the Pinterest Search feature. 

				To find members to follow by category, follow these steps:

					1.	Sign in to your Pinterest account.

					2.	From the home page, mouse over the Everything link in the top-middle area of the page and choose a category from the drop-down menu.

					3.	When you find a pin you like in the resulting page, click the member’s name to go to his or her profile page and see all the boards associated with that person.

					4.	Click the Follow All button on the left if you want to follow the user, or click the Follow button under specific boards you want to follow.

				To browse through members to potentially follow via pin search, take these steps:

					1.	Conduct a search for a keyword that interests you.

					2.	To follow a person who has pins in those results, click his or her name, which appears below the pin image, as shown in Figure 3-4.

						That user’s main Pinterest page appears, showing all the boards the user curates.

					3.	Click the Follow All button on the left to follow the user, or click the Follow button under specific boards you want to follow.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0304.eps]

				Figure 3-4: Use a pin search to browse through members.

				To find members or boards to follow via board search, follow these steps:

					1.	Enter a search term that interests you in the Search text box in the top-left corner of the screen.

					2.	Click the Boards text link in the top-left corner of the page to filter the results to board names.

					3.	In the results displayed, follow a board by clicking the Follow button under its thumbnail pictures, as shown in Figure 3-5.

					4.	To follow the person who created the board, click the thumbnail image area to go to that board.

					5.	On the resulting page, click the member’s name to the left of the Follow button.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0305.eps]

				Figure 3-5: Browse members through a board search.

				[image: tip.eps]	Do not click the Follow button on this page — that will set you up to follow only the board.

					6.	On the profile page, click the Follow All button on the left.

				Inviting a friend to join Pinterest

				When your friends see how much fun you’re having with Pinterest, they might want in on the action. You can formally invite a friend to join Pinterest by logging into your Pinterest account and choosing any one of these three methods:

				[image: check.png] Click the Invite Now button in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page. (See Figure 3-6.)

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0306.eps]

				Figure 3-6: Invite Friends button on Pinterest.

				[image: check.png] Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page and choose the Invite Friends option from the drop-down menu.

				[image: check.png] Mouse over your name in the top-right corner of the Pinterest home page and choose Find Friends from the drop-down menu. 

				Sharing Pins

				Pinterest hosts some great content, which is a primary reason for its surge in usage. Sometimes, you want to do more than repin a pin. You might want to tell a friend about a project that he would love to do for his home, or you could find something so amazing you want to spread the word elsewhere online.

				Pinterest provides these methods for sharing pins outside of Pinterest. You can share pins through e-mail, on Twitter and Facebook, and by directly linking or embedding a pin on a blog or website.

				Sending pins through e-mail

				You can share a pin via e-mail directly from a pin’s page. To do that, find a pin you want to share and click it to bring up the pin’s individual page. From there, follow these instructions:

					1.	To the right of the pin, click the @ Email button, as shown in Figure 3-7.

					2.	In the Email This Pin window, complete the fields for the recipient’s name, e-mail address, and any message you would like to add.

					3.	Click the Send Email button.

				[image: tip.eps]	You can e-mail pins to yourself. I do this regularly when I want to remember a pin beyond adding it to my boards. 

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0307.eps]

				Figure 3-7: Find the @ Email button on a pin.

				Sharing pins on Twitter and Facebook

				You can either share a pin as you post it yourself or share an existing pin from its page. Sharing pins can be a great way to increase your Pinterest followers as your followers on Twitter and Facebook discover you’re also on Pinterest. To share a pin on Twitter and/or Facebook as you pin or repin, follow these steps:

					1.	Create a pin or repin as you normally would. 

					2.	When you see the pop-up box to enter the category and description of the pin, select either the Twitter or Facebook check box.

						The boxes appear for Twitter or Facebook only if you’ve integrated them with your Pinterest account.

					3.	Pin or repin the image. 

						After the image is pinned or repined, you see a tweet in your Twitter stream with the description of your pin and a link to the pin page; on Facebook, you see a thumbnail of the pin image with the board name and your description. 

				You can also share a pin on Twitter or Facebook from the pin’s page. Here are the instructions:

					1.	Click the image of a pin to view its detail page with Like and Tweet buttons to the right (if you’ve integrated Facebook and Twitter).

					2.	Click the Like button to share it on Facebook and Facebook automatically completes the share.

					3.	Click the Tweet button to share on Twitter and edit the resulting tweet as needed.

					4.	Click the Tweet button in the box.

				Crediting Sources

				Because the Pinterest platform revolves around sharing content, it’s crucial to be careful about crediting the source properly. When it comes to pinning from the web, the solution is simple in theory. You need not add a credit in the description for a pin that’s generated from a website because the pin automatically links directly to the source you used. The pin’s individual page cites the source domain, as you can see in Figure 3-8, just above and to the left of the pin.

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0308.tif]

				Figure 3-8: A pin’s source is listed next to it.

				
					
				

				[image: tip.eps]	If you happen to know the person who is the source of the content you’re pinning and you follow one another on Pinterest, you can also tag the member in the pin description by typing @ and then entering the person’s name. This works on the desktop site, but not the mobile site or the mobile app.

				For images that you upload directly from your hard drive or mobile device, in all likelihood you own the image so this shouldn’t be an issue. If you’re uploading an image that features something that can also be found online, it can be considerate and helpful to your followers to include the full URL (http://pinterest.com, for example) in the description. That will become a working link on the pin page.

				Avoiding Copyright Infringement

				As with any site that allows its members to share, bookmark, and curate what’s on the web, copyright infringement is a concern. When you’re using Pinterest, a good guideline is to be respectful of content owned by others. Don’t copy artwork, an article, or any work created by someone else unless you have permission because the work is the intellectual property of the original content creator.  

				There’s a common misconception that content on the web is all in the public domain. On the contrary, any content that’s published should be assumed to be protected by copyright. 

				
					
				

				[image: warning_bomb.eps]	Infringing on a copyright also violates Pinterest’s Terms of Service. Visit http://pinterest.com/about/terms/.

				Reporting Spam and Inappropriate Pins

				If you see pins that are inappropriate, clearly spam (keeping in mind some self-promotion is expected so long as it’s tasteful), hateful, obscene, or a copyright violation, you can report them to Pinterest. Although there’s no option to report a member or a board at this time, you can report any pin. To do so, just follow these steps:

					1.	Go directly to the pin page you want to report.

					2.	To the right of the pin are several options; click the Report Pin button. (See Figure 3-9.)

					3.	In the Report Pin dialog box, click to select the radio button next to your reason for reporting the pin.

						You may click to select Other for a reason not listed and complete the space for comments.

					4.	Click the Report Pin button. 

				[image: tip.eps]	If you own copyright of the material in the pin, there’s also a link just to the right of the Report Pin submission button to click for information on reporting copyright infringement. Several people have reported that they’ve taken these steps and seen the copyrighted material removed very quickly (including the original pin of their copyrighted image and all repins that came later).

				[image: 9781118455326-fg0309.eps]

				Figure 3-9: The Report Pin button on a pin page.
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