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Lessons from a beautiful site

The University of Miami College of Arts & Sciences site shows that

beauty really is in the details.

The best design is simple design: an idea,
an image, a few words, open space. It’s clear,
attractive, memorable.

But real life is not often simple; it’s full
of stuff. People, programs and commerce all
need attention and screen space, and this
can make for a busy, complex site.

What we like about the University of
Miami’s College of Arts & Sciences site is
that it handles complexity beautifully. It
does this in two ways: It reduces each
element to its essence (the simple thing),
then it beautifully crafts the details. A dozen
visual techniques allow its many parts to
coexist effortlessly. Let’s look at a few.

Home page Two dozen elements and links easily

coexist on this inviting, visually coherent page.
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Structure

The site is conveniently screen size, not too long, so most of it is always
visible. It is organized in three horizontal sections; each holds a different kind
of information—permanent stuff top and bottom, active stuff in the middle.

b s* " - | 80e College of Arts and Sciences
_ [ & | @ ntep jww.s.miami.ecurabout @ =(Q- Google
Color differentiates the sections ATS SCIENCES
A white “center stage” is flanked by a =l ”‘“ e tomnl
All eyes here dark header and light footer. These con- T T
tain the foundational elements—Iogo,
links, search and so on. The white center About the College Mission Statement
- is active, with transitory stories, news Mission S R ——
. briefs, stuff like that. Left, a screen-size Sl s S PR
e S ) . . ) Jollege Strategic Plan rs and students that encourages the
space like this conveys a tight, organized RS st o deeper undesandingf e
. . . . human experience and fosters a personal
impression and is easier to read than a o B
scrolling page. Tight editing is key. Contaces T g
A &SMagazine
i The College is dedicated to helping
ege ews students develop analytical and
Home page Interior page ing S o B AN B S ST S
chosen field, an of the i of discipli and an exposure to the
discovery of new knowledge.
Header Header . , _ N
The College seeks to create an. 11 l that enhances individual growth
H and supparts scholarly activities and creative endeavors that augment human knowledge
H and understanding.
: IViain stage
Ma'n Stage : BLACKBOARD ACADEMIC CALENDAR MY UM LIBRARY ADMISSIONS STUDENT AFFAIRS
E 1252 Memorial Drive, Ashe Building, Room 227 Coral Gables, FL 33146 . (‘j‘A’?RIiC.VHT"S?sz
: Ph: (305) 284-4117 Fax: (305) 284-5637 :::2;2?&?;;@2 | SaaT]
Footer
Z
Footer
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Header

Two dark bands—one green, one tan—form a simple, substantial header that

leads the site; logo and links are reversed in white. To soften the look, a faint gradient
yields an understated illusion of radiant light.

8006 College of Arts and Sciences 1
) ) . ; E] [E] € http: / /www.as.miami.edu/about . @ B(Q- Google ;
Beautiful typography is the signature element of the site. -
Scholarly Caslon type in classic, old-style caps and small caps RTS s SCIENCES
(big circle, below) conveys literacy and tradition; compact line vniveRsITY o P

spacing (small circle) keeps minor information from floating otz conzcr [ T
away. The two lines of small type are the same size but spaced

. . . About the College 3o
differently; the more-important words are in panorama. . e

Mission Statement

‘The College of Arts and Sciences at the

University of Miami is a community of sk

College Strategic Plan scholars and students that encourages the !L h
duest fiommdeepermadinmstandteg o the -

College Organization Chart

Dean's Message 3
human experience and fosters a personal

C O IJ L E G E O F Spotlights commitment to lifelong learning,
P —\ = intellectual growth, and the enduring i
v I < C‘ e values of the liberal arts. ; “ =
‘ A &SMagazine
k_) N The College is dedicated to helping

College News students develop analytical and

College Calendar communication skills, creative abilities, and a sense of civic responsibility needed in an

UNTIVETRSITY O F M I A M I increasingly complex society. It strives to provide them with a rigorous grounding in their

chosen field, an of the i of discipli and an exposure to the

discavery of new knowledge.

The Callege seeks to create an intellectual envi that enhances individual growth
and supports scholarly activities and creative endeavors that augment human knowledge

and understanding.

P-a-n-o-r-a-m-i-c letterspacing conveys elegance and stature.

Note the tiny shadow. It's unusual to see such a modern artifact

juxtaposed Wlth old type’ but ItS understatement IS C|aSSV and In BLACKBOARD ACADEMIC CALENDAR MY UM LIBRARY ADMISSIONS STUDENT AFFAIRS
this case adds valuable depth. e e

Ph: (305) 284-4117 Fax: (305) 284-5637
CONTACT US

Right, four permanent links on the far
right are tinted to appear barely there,
yet remain easily accessible.
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The highest-level links are in the tan header band. Typography, color and shadow
are identical to the logo, which reinforces their connection and permanence.

Link type matches the logo.

Left, tan band and green field are different colors but
have virtually the same gray value (dark-light), which

keeps the two connected while being different. Below, wide
letterspacing is relaxed and less demanding than normal
spacing and so conveys a sense of deliberation and state-

liness. Onscreen, it's easier to read, too. -

ALUMNI ALUMNI

€ >

HOME ABOUT THE COLLEGE ACADEMICS ALUMNI

Active

Three shades of tan define the link
states normal, active and hover; this
quietly but very clearly tells the reader
where he is. Shades are progressively
darker versions of one color—a monochro-
matic palette, right—that change the mes-
sage without changing the subject. Nice.

800
N\

College of Arts and Sciences

4 > E] 3 http: / /www.as.miami.edu/about

COLLEGE OF
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Mission Statement
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Contacts

A &SMagazine

College News

College Calendar

BLACKBOARD
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Mission Statement

‘The College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Miami is a community of
schalars and students that encourages the
quest for a deeper understanding of the
human experience and fosters a personal
commitment to lifelong learning,
intellectual growth, and the enduring
values of the liberal arts.

The Callege is dedicated to helping

students develop analytical and

communication skills, creative abilities, and a sense of civic responsibility needed in an
increasingly complex society. It strives to provide them with a rigorous grounding in their

chosen field, an of the i of discipli

and an exposure to the
discavery of new knowledge.

The College seeks to create an intell

that enhances individual growth
and supports scholarly activities and creative endeavors that augment human knowledge
and understanding.

STUDENT AFFAIRS

1252 Memorial Drive, Ashe Building, Room 227 Coral Gables, FL 33146
Ph: (305) 284-4117 Fax: (305) 284-5637

CONTACT US
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sub links
As the reader moves deeper into the site, subtle changes of type case and color
are all it takes to signal the different levels. Style and size remain constant.

[sXaka) College of Arts and Sciences
Reverse the colors The beautifully uniform SR D i S =
look of the site results from as few typographic
differences as possible. Left, the sub links A = S%SCIENCES
retain the type size and style of the main links : : '

Dean’s Message . A I - o s e
but just change case and reverse color.

About the College Spotlights
Mission Statement
Dean’s Message P ——
College Strategic Plan
: Dean's Message
Spotlights -
.+ A Chemical Change

-+ A Chemical Change . Designs by ichiko

«» Religious Perspectives

A CHEMICAL CHANGE

A complete renovation and expansion of four
undergraduate teaching laboratories in the Cax

Science Center has not anly equipped the students
with their own set of tools but made it possible for

them to conduct new cxperiments. Learn More

DESIGNS BY MICHIKO

Michiko Kitayama has a passion for making a

. . ] Contacts statement with her work, but she never uses a
.+ Designs by Michiko —— P e
Learn More
L. . College News
-+ Religious Perspectives Colloge Calendar

RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES

d Michelle Gonzalez Maldonado is an assistant
Contacts A T R i
became the youngest winner ever of the Virgilio

Elizondo Award. Learn More

A & S Magazine

As the Iinks descend' the type COlor Changes BLACKBOARD ACADEMIC CALENDAR MY UM LIBRARY ADMISSIONS STUDENT AFFAIRS
to black, then to gray. Note one typeface in one
size easily conveys four levels of information.

B
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Between header and footer, a white “main stage” is the focal point of the site.
On each page, one short, book-like article is set in widely spaced lines of serif type,
which conveys an airy, literary look that’s very pleasant to read.

Co 4
Academics lsadainag
Advising [The University of Miami's College of Arts
it knd Sciences is the largest academic unit
'within the University of Miami, home to
Graflua te over 4,000 students and 400

distinguished full-time faculty, working,
at the cutting edge of knowledge in their

Same typestyle and size

" ‘s, Located in the beautiful city of

bles, Flarida, we are a premier

‘n.a Carnegie Research |
sity.

inter the College of Arts and Sciences have the apportuni ience the
#pth of the intellectual life of the University of Miami. The College of Arts and

39 major areas of study and more than 45 minor concentrations-from
lytic gecmetry, from philosophy to physics.

About the College Dean's Message

Mission Statement
‘Welcome to the College of Arts and
College Organization Chart Sciences at the University of Miami. As
College Strategic Plan the core of a great university, the college
is dedicated to excellence and to

Dean's Message
broviding our students with exceptional

Spotlights earning and research opportunities.
Contacts [The College of Arts and Sciences is
A &S Magazine Fommitted to discovery and learning.
With 20 departments and nine
College News nterdisciplinary programs, the college
College Calendar pffers degrees in areas as diverse as biology, physics, English, psychology, political science

hnd philosophy. These courses and programs provide the foundation for students’
Fducations. Yet, students learn more than just what's covered in dasses. They routinely

ork with faculty in their labs, participate in law school clinics, study around the globe, and ’
bursue their own intellectual passions.

A gradient as light as chiffon The left column is
defined by an incredibly subtle gradient that fades from
less than two percent color to white. What's interesting
is how slight the edge has to be, not merely to be vis-
ible but clearly present. Beautiful.

< >
<« >

Ccomfortable reading width Book-width columns of
type—45 to 65 characters or so—are ideal for comfort-
able reading; the wide leading (spacing) is visual silence
between lines that relaxes the message. The longer your
lines, the more space you should put between them.
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Footer

A correctly designed footer conveys real authority; it should be thought of

not as the tail but the foundation that supports everything else. The footer holds
permanent information—Xkey links, contact information, logo.

Same size, different color
Identical typography—style,
case, size and spacing—but
reversed colors connect footer
to header and unify the page.

N
R

Hierarchy is important Above, left, a header and
footer of equal weight result in an “Oreo cookie”
that divides the reader’s attention and weakens the
presentation. Instead, three-stage hierarchy gives
each section appropriate weight. Keep in mind that
the reader’s eye will always gravitate toward the

center. Save it for your most important material, and st e g m'\-/
put supporting material around it. s oy

BLACKBOARD

Small logo, big impression
Lower-right corner is the natu-
ral exit point of a page and the
correct place for a logo, which
serves as a full stop and makes
an impression much bigger
than-its;small size. Efficient.

Background colors extend outward. <o < Live matter is aligned flush. —— > oo >

<8012 >
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Type

The html text of the entire site is set in Georgia, the best onscreen serif

typeface universally available. Georgia has the look of book typography plus the
medium physical traits that make it especially readable at low resolution. ..

Compared to Times, the universal default . ..

Georgia is bigger The perceived size of a typeface is Georgia has text figures Georgia’s old- ID gcoa ;

not its point size but its x-height, that is, the size of its style numerals, or text figures, have ascend-
lowercase characters; Georgia's are 68% of the cap height, ers and descenders like lowercase letters. These are more distinctive and
quite average. Times is too small for onscreen clarity. therefore easier to read than ordinary, “all-caps” numerals. Beautiful, too.

Open Constricted
Wider counters The open Bolder serifs Georgia's serifs are
shapes inside the characters, bold and easy to see, and its curves
called counters, are as impor- are simple and open. Times' thin, ¥
tant as the outside. Georgia pointy serifs are handsome in print but -->

has big, round counters that weak onscreen, where too-few pixels
remain open at low res. are available to render them clearly.
Georgia Times

9 12 Lessons from a beautiful site 0667
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Type
Word- and letter spacing is as important as letter shapes, and here Georgia
also excels. At text sizes it is smooth, repetitive and rhythmic.

Georgia Times

Academics Academics

The University of Miami’s College of Arts and Sciences is the largest The University of Miami’s College of Arts and Sciences is the largest
academic unit within the University of Miami, home to over 4,000 academic unit within the University of Miami, home to over 4,000
students and 400 distinguished full-time faculty, working at the cutting students and 400 distinguished full-time faculty, working at the cutting
edge of knowledge in their fields. Located in the beautiful city of Coral edge of knowledge in their fields. Located in the beautiful city of Coral
Gables, Florida, we are a premier college within a Carnegie Research I Gables, Florida, we are a premier college within a Carnegie Research I
private university. private university.

Students who enter the College of Arts and Sciences have the Students who enter the College of Arts and Sciences have the
opportunity to experience the breadth and depth of the intellectual life opportunity to experience the breadth and depth of the intellectual life of
of the University of Miami. The College of Arts and Sciences offers 39 the University of Miami. The College of Arts and Sciences offers 39
major areas of study and more than 45 minor concentrations -- from major areas of study and more than 45 minor concentrations -- from
acting to analytic geometry, from philosophy to physics. acting to analytic geometry, from philosophy to physics.

Georgia reads better online Unlike Times, which is a print typeface adapted for the screen, Georgia
was designed specifically for onscreen use. As a result, its letter- and word spacing at low resolution

is smooth, repetitive and rhythmic, while Times' is often choppy and fitful, an effect not visible in print
(above). Even in print, however, Times' thinner stems and serifs yield an edgier, less coherent look.

< 10012 >
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Mission Statement

‘The College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Miami i ity of

quest for a deef
human experience and fosters a personal
commitment to lifelong learning,
intellectual growth, and the enduring
values of the liberal arts.

‘The College is dedicated to helping
students develop analytical and

+ College seeks to create an intellectual environment that enhances individual growth
activities and ‘human knowledge

nderstanding.
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Typefaces

1 Adobe Caslon Bold OsSF
(www.adobe.com)

2 Georgia (www.fonts.com)

Design
Jody Ferry (www.jodyferry.com)
WeblLinc, LLC (www.weblinc.com)
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Subscribe to Before & After Before & After magazine
Before & After has been sharing its practical approach

to graphic design since 1990. Because our modern world
more capable, confident designer for pennies has made designers of us all (ready or not), Before &
After is dedicated to making graphic design understand-
able, useful and even fun for everyone.

Subscribe to Before & After, and become a

per article. To learn more, go to
http://www.bamagazine.com/Subscribe

John McWade Publisher and creative director
. . . Gaye McWade Associate publisher
E-mail this article De¥(ter Mark Abellera Staff designer
To pass along a free copy of this article to
Before & After magazine
323 Lincoln Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Telephone 916-784-3880
Fax 916-784-3995

Join our e-list e :
. . . E-mail mailbox@bamagazine.com
To be notified by e-mail of new articles as WWW http://www.bamagazine.com

others, click here.

they become available, go to
htto: . i1 Copyright ©2008 Before & After magazine
ttp://www.bamagazine.com/emai ISSN 1049-0035. All rights reserved

You may pass along a free copy of this article to others
by clicking here. You may not alter this article, and you
may not charge for it. You may quote brief sections

for review; please credit Before & After magazine, and
let us know. To link Before & After magazine to your
Web site, use this URL: http://www.bamagazine.com.
For all other permissions, please contact us.
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Before & After is made to fit your binder

Before & After articles are intended for permanent reference. All are titled and numbered.

For the current table of contents, click here. To save time and paper, a paper-saver format of this article,
suitable for one- or two-sided printing, is provided on the following pages.

For presentation format For paper-saver format
Print: (Specify pages 1-12) Print: (Specify pages 14-19)

i

& 7
Before.Aft la. |  eamaene com | || 8| & |

Type
‘The halves of the page use the same two typefaces but in different sizes and line lengths.
On the left half, oversize, 15-pt type creates a richly textured introduction.

Print
Format: Landscape
Page Size: Fit to Page

Above left, the panelwidth column yields a narrative-style look,

R IETIRUN 2l Peciaboo brochure 0602

Save
Presentation format or
Paper-saver format

<d Back | Paper-saver format P>
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College of Arts and Sciences

The best design is simple design: an idea,
an image, a few words, open space. It’s clear,
attractive, memorable.

But real life is not often simple; it’s full
of stuff. People, programs and commerce all
need attention and screen space, and this
can make for a busy, complex site.

HOME  ABOUT THE COLLEGE
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0667 Lessons from a beautiful site

What we like about the University of
Miami’s College of Arts & Sciences site is
that it handles complexity beautifully. It
does this in two ways: It reduces each
element to its essence (the simple thing),

then it beautifully crafts the details. A dozen

visual techniques allow its many parts to
coexist effortlessly. Let’s look at a few.

Home page Two dozen elements and links easily
coexist on this inviting, visually coherent page.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Designs by Michiko
“Ownx\. Michiko Kitayama has a
‘passion for makinga
statement with her work,
but she never uses a single syllable or
‘phrase to get her point across. Learn

Departments

UPCOMING EVENTS

JAN18 AT 330 PM
Philosophy Colloquium "Aristotle on
the Utilty of 'Useless'

Contemplation" by Matthew Walker

JAN 18 AT 4:30 M
Mathematics Colloquium: Crossing
Secales: Evolutionary Approaches to
Ecological Interactions

Dr Simon Levin, George M. Mot

JAN23 AT330 PM

Chairs Meeting

"BEYOND THE BOOK" View Al Events
SCHOLARSHIP

BLACKEOARD  ACADEMIC CALENDAR ~ MYUM  LIBRARY.

CONTACT US

33146

LATEST NEWS
The Women's and Gender Studies
Speaker Series

~January 10 2008
Spring 2008 Distinguished
Speaker Series

~January 9 2008
Dixon's paper named ane of top-50
‘most cited

- December 11 2007

View More News

ADMISSIONS

STUDENT AFFAIRS

Before&Af er | www.bamagazine.com
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Structure

The site is conveniently screen size,

not too long,

so most of it is always

visible. It is organized in three horizontal sections; each holds a different kind
of information—permanent stuff top and bottom, active stuff in the middle.

Color differentiates the sections
A white “center stage” is flanked by a

All eyes here dark header and light footer. These con-
tain the foundational elements—Ilogo,
links, search and so on. The white center

v is active, with transitory stories, news
~. briefs, stuff like that. Left, a screen-size
space like this conveys a tight, organized
impression and is easier to read than a
scrolling page. Tight editing is key.
Home page Interior page
Header Header
§ Wain mﬁmm_m
Main stage i
Footer
Footer

Header
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Two dark bands—one green, one tan—form a simple, substantial header that
leads the site; logo and links are reversed in white. To soften the look, a faint gradient
yields an understated illusion of radiant light.

Beautiful typography is the signature element of the site.
Scholarly Caslon type in classic, old-style caps and small caps
(big circle, below) conveys literacy and tradition; compact line
spacing (small circle) keeps minor information from floating
away. The two lines of small type are the same size but spaced
differently; the more-important words are in panorama.

COLLEGE OF

ARTS & SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY

O F MIAMI

P-a-n-o-r-a-m-i-c letterspacing conveys elegance and stature.
Note the tiny shadow. It's unusual to see such a modern artifact
juxtaposed with old type, but its understatement is classy and

in this case adds valuable depth.

Right, four permanent links on the far
right are tinted to appear barely there,
yet remain easily accessible.
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Main links
The highest-level links are in the tan header band. Typography, color and shadow
are identical to the logo, which reinforces their connection and permanence.

Link type matches the _OWO. 000 College of Arts and Sciences 1

< " | [© ] @ nutp:vmwwas. miami.eausanout © B(Q- Google |
\

Left, tan band and green field are different colors but
have virtually the same gray value (dark-light), which

keeps the two connected while being different. Below, wide wovt Tz couxe: SO s T e
letterspacing is relaxed and less demanding than normal About the College R e
spacing and so conveys a sense of deliberation and state- Mission Satement
liness. Onscreen, it's easier to read, too. Collg Organizsion datel Bl s
’ (College Strategic Plan ‘scholars and students that encourages the -,n

juestfor a deeper understanding of the
Dean's Message 3 B =

Spotlights

Contacts

‘human experience and fosters a personal

ALUMNI

intellectual growth, and the enduring
values of the liberal arts. |

A&S Magazine
The Colege is dedicated to helping
Callege News Students develop analytical and

College Calendar Rl evcaive 2N 2 i i _

HOME ABOUT THE COLLEGE

hosen field, isiplings, and.

discovery of new knowledge.

Active s ; . ey
e e o

Three shades of tan define the link
states normal, active and hover; this T I e e e
quietly but very clearly tells the reader
where he is. Shades are progressively b_ﬂ, e
darker versions of one color—a monochro-
matic palette, right—that change the mes- —
sage without changing the subject. Nice. =R

sub links
As the reader moves deeper into the site, subtle changes of type case and color
are all it takes to signal the different levels. Style and size remain constant.

806 College of Arts and Sciences 1
Reverse the colors The UQQCZ%EQ uniform W@ @ @ hitp:/wwaw.as.miami.edu/spotlights @ Q- Google ﬁ
look of the site results from as few typographic
differences as possible. Left, the sub links
retain the type size and style of the main links

Dean’s Message . P BT o s o
& but just change case and reverse color.

ACADEMICS

LLEG

ARTS & SCIENCES

0F MIAMI

About the College Spotlights

Mission Statement

B
Dean’s gmmmmmm College Organization Chart ICAL CHANGE
College Strategic Plan A complete renovation and expansion of four
. undergraduate teaching laboratoies i the Cox
. Dean's Message
mvoﬂrmﬁﬁm Science Center has ot only equipped the students
Spotlights ‘with their own set of tools but made it possible for

them to conduct new experiments.  Learn More

» A Chemical Change

-+ A Chemical Change

DESIGNS BY MICHIKO

» Religious Perspectives
Michiko Kitayama has a passion for making a

. .. st s i o e i
.+ Designs by Michiko = e e S
A &8 Magazine
s
College News

-+ Religious Perspectives

College Calendar

Tl Michelle Gonzalez Maldonado s an assistant

Contacts profesorfslgons udies and thisear s
\eamndetee e
Bizodo vad. Leam biore

A & S Magazine

As the links descend, the type color changes

to black, then to gray. Note one typeface in one :
size easily conveys four levels of information.
0667 Lessons from a beautiful site Before&Af er | www.bamagazine.com Lessons from a beautiful site 0667
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Main stage

Between header and footer, a white “main stage

”

is the focal point of the site.

On each page, one short, book-like article is set in widely spaced lines of serif type,

which conveys an airy, literary look that’s very pleasant to read.

Academics |Academics

Advising [The University of Miami's College of Arts
ind Sciences is the largest academic unit

ithin the University of Miami, home to

Undergraduate

Graduate over 4,000 students and 400

K di ished full-time faculty, working

catingsdgakion
Same typestyle and size

in their

~ ds, Located in the beautiful city of
les, Florida, we are a premier
“na Carnegie Research 1

sity.

nter the College d S

2pth of the intellectual life of the University of Miami, The College of Arts and.

\ 39 may iy and more
<§ ety e b e et

About the College

Statement

College Organization Chart
College Strategic Plan
Dean's Message

Spotlights

Contacts

A&S Magazine

College News

College Calendar

Dean's Message

‘Welcome tothe College of Arts and.
Sciences at the University of Miami. As
the core of a great university, the colloge

is dedicated to excellence and to

roviding our students with exceptional
learning and research opportunities.

20 departments and nine

fnterdisciplinary programs, the college

nd philosophy.

ducations. Yet, students learn more than just what's covered in classes. They routinely

ursue their own intellectual passions.

A gradient as light as chiffon The left column is
defined by an incredibly subtle gradient that fades from
less than two percent color to white. What's interesting
is how slight the edge has to be, not merely to be vis-

ible but clearly present. Beautiful.

Footer

A correctly designed footer conveys real authority; it should be thought of
not as the tail but the foundation that supports everything else. The footer holds

permanent information—key links, contact information, logo.

Hierarchy is important Above, left, a header and
footer of equal weight result in an “Oreo cookie”
that divides the reader’s attention and weakens the
presentation. Instead, three-stage hierarchy gives
each section appropriate weight. Keep in mind that
the reader’s eye will always gravitate toward the
center. Save it for your most important material, and
put supporting material around it.

ONTACT US

BLACKBOARD  ACADEMIC CALH ,\__ —:./\.H ADMISSIONS  STUDENT AFFAIRS

>
>

comfortable reading width Book-width columns of
type—45 to 65 characters or so—are ideal for comfort-
able reading; the wide leading (spacing) is visual silence
between lines that relaxes the message. The longer your
lines, the more space you should put between them.

Same size, different color
Identical typography—style,
case, size and spacing—but
reversed colors connect footer
to header and unify the page.

Small logo, big impression
Lower-right corner is the natu-
ral exit point of a page and the
correct place for a logo, which
serves as a full stop and makes
an impression much bigger

0667 Lessons from a beautiful site

Background colors extend outward. <€

<— Live matter is aligned flush. —— >
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Type

The html text of the entire site is set in Georgia, the best onscreen serif

typeface universally available. Georgia has the look of book typography plus the
medium physical traits that make it especially readable at low resolution. ..

compared to Times, the universal default . ..

Georgia is bigger The perceived size of a typeface is
not its point size but its x-height, that is, the size of its
lowercase characters; Georgia's are 68% of the cap height,
quite average. Times is too small for onscreen clarity.

style numerals, or text figures, have ascend-
ers and descenders like lowercase letters. These are more distinctive and
therefore easier to read than ordinary, “all-caps” numerals. Beautiful, too.

\ o

Open Constricted
Wider counters The open Bolder serifs Georgia’'s serifs are
shapes inside the characters, bold and easy to see, and its curves
called counters, are as impor- are simple and open. Times' thin, v
tant as the outside. Georgia pointy serifs are handsome in print but >

has big, round counters that
remain open at low res.

weak onscreen, where too-few pixels
are available to render them clearly.

Georgia Times

Type
Word- and letter spacing is as important as letter shapes, and here Georgia
also excels. At text sizes it is smooth, repetitive and rhythmic.

0667 Lessons from a beautiful site

Georgia Times
Academics Academics
The University of Miami’s College of Arts and Sciences is the largest The University of Miami’s College of Arts and Sciences is the largest

academic unit within the University of Miami, home to over 4,000
students and 400 distinguished full-time faculty, working at the cutting
edge of knowledge in their fields. Located in the beautiful city of Coral
Gables, Florida, we are a premier college within a Carnegie Research I

private university.

Students who enter the College of Arts and Sciences have the
opportunity to experience the breadth and depth of the intellectual life
of the University of Miami. The College of Arts and Sciences offers 39
major areas of study and more than 45 minor concentrations -- from

acting to analytic geometry, from philosophy to physics.

academic unit within the University of Miami, home to over 4,000

students and 400 distinguished full-time faculty, working at the cutting
edge of knowledge in their fields. Located in the beautiful city of Coral
Gables, Florida, we are a premier college within a Carnegie Research I

private university.

Students who enter the College of Arts and Sciences have the
opportunity to experience the breadth and depth of the intellectual life of
the University of Miami. The College of Arts and Sciences offers 39
major areas of study and more than 45 minor concentrations -- from

acting to analytic geometry, from philosophy to physics.

Georgia reads better online Unlike Times, which is a print typeface adapted for the screen, Georgia
was designed specifically for onscreen use. As a result, its letter- and word spacing at low resolution

is smooth, repetitive and rhythmic, while Times” is often choppy and fitful, an effect not visible in print
(above). Even in print, however, Times’ thinner stems and serifs yield an edgier, less coherent look.
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Article resources

Typefaces

1 Adobe Caslon Bold OsF
(www.adobe.com)

R245 G245 B245

ann Callane of Arts ot Sciemees

1 2 Georgia (www.fonts.com) R215 G209 B202
R151 G83 B10
About the College Mission Statement -
S s Design R118 G63 B6
Jody Ferry (www.jodyferry.com)
WeblLinc, LLC (www.weblinc.com) R75 G55 B31
R75 G82 B26

PrpTr—

Cellngs s

R103 G107 B30

Collugs Calemdar

R140 G70 B6
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Subscribe to Before & After Before & After magazine

. Before & After has been sharing its practical approach
Subscribe to Before & After, and become a to graphic design since 1990. Because our modern world

more capable, confident designer for pennies has made designers of us all (ready or not), Before &
per article. To learn more, go to After is dedicated to making graphic design understand-
able, useful and even fun for everyone.

http://www.bamagazine.com/Subscribe

John McWade Publisher and creative director

R - - Gaye McWade Associate publisher
E-mail this article Dexter Mark Abellera Staff designer
To pass along a free copy of this article to
Before & After magazine
323 Lincoln Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Telephone 916-784-3880
Join our e-list R D=0 .

. X . E-mail mailbox@bamagazine.com

To be notified by e-mail of new articles as WWW http://www.bamagazine.com

others, click here.

they become available, go to
Copyright ©2008 Before & After magazine

ISSN 1049-0035. All rights reserved

You may pass along a free copy of this article to others
by clicking here. You may not alter this article, and you
may not charge for it. You may quote brief sections

for review; please credit Before & After magazine, and
let us know. To link Before & After magazine to your
Web site, use this URL: http://www.bamagazine.com.
For all other permissions, please contact us.

http://www.bamagazine.com/email
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