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Before&After,

A small newsletter that reads big

Half-size page is easy to design and creates a strong impression

cover

The Natomas Jou

Summer, /Fall 2006:

rnal

Serving the People of Natomas for 10 Years

Handsomely focused
Each spread is limited to
a few neatly presented ele-
ments and has the look of
a small book or magazine.

Inside spread

Nartomas Community Center

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Inexpensive to mail Twenty pages (five
sheets) can be tabbed and mailed first class for
only 37¢. Back panel visually echoes the front
and has plenty of room for a mailing address.

For hard-working editors who want their news to be taken seriously, here’s an
excellent small format. Turn a letter-size sheet sideways, and lay out its contents
like a small book in two distinct fields repeated every spread. The result is a
newsletter with the look of permanence and credibility! Here’s how to do it:
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TSGR Il A small newsletter that reads big of 14

Divide the spread

into two fields

Each spread is made of two fields—a bold inner and a light outer—each with its own
information. The main narrative occupies the inner; supporting articles go outside.

Field 1: Place the main stories inside

Natomas Community Center

Texture and flasp net
Spaff forl isn’t cubula
prebast. It’s tope, this
and behast the thin ch|

Inside, think big and dark
Define the center field with a mid-
value (about 20%) background. Set
the main text in a clear, easy-to-
read text typeface, color black.

Field 2: Place secondary information outside

Golfers can help

Golfers who care about
foster youth are invited
to play in the 8th Annual
Friends of the Independe

outside, think small and light
Outside columns are narrow, so
for clarity use a complementary
san-serif typeface set a bit smaller,
color gray, align left, no indents.
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A field within a field
What makes this newsletter look big is that the center field bleeds to the inside (the gutter),
and that elements atop the field can “bleed” to its edges just like a real magazine.

Photo and title “bleed” to the edges.

Field 1 can “bleed.”

Field 2 can't.

Natomas Community Center

Golfers can help

“Texture and flasp net ask exating end mist ask of it SnoOTg:

Tsntcubular but

Tarthatcan't prebast. IS tope; Tramsportation Td A
Spaff forl isn’t cubularas but quastic, leam restart that can’t this fluant chasible , shast, lape and behast the thin chack. quality in Natomas
prebast. It tope, this to ask fluant chasible. Silk, shast, is lape “It has larch to say fan.” Why? Elesara and order is fay of alm.
and behast the thin chack. “It has can larch to say fan.” Why? A card whint not oogum or bont. Pretty simple, glead and tarm,

Elesara and order s fay of alm. A is ask card whint not oogum Texture is and flasp net exating end mist of it snooling. Spaff
or bont. Pretty simple, glead and tarm. Texture ask and flasp forlisn’t cubular but quastic, leam restart that to can’t prebast.
net exating end mist of it snooling. Spaff forl ask isn’t cubular It tope, this fluantis chasible. Silk, ask hast, lape and behast the
but quastic, leam is restart that it can’t prebast. Its tope, is thin chack. “It has larch to say fan.” Why is that? Elesara and
PR this fluant chasible. Silk, shast, lape and behast the thin chack. orderis fay of alm. A can card whint not oogum or bont. Pretty
“Ithaslarch to say fan.” Why? Elesara and order s fay of alm. simple, glead and tarm end mist. Pretty is simple, glead and arm.
A card whint not oogum or bont. Pretty simple, glead and tarm, Pretty simple, glead and tarm. Texture and flasp net exating,
Texture and flasp net exating end mist of it snooling, Spaff forl end mist of it snooling spaff forl isn’t cambular too. Texture is
- . isn't cubular but quastic, leam restart that can’t prebast. It ope, and flasp net exating end mist of it snooling. Spaff forl isn't cu-
Two S p read S In onhe F un Ct| ona I Iyl eac h this fluant chasible. Silk, shast, lape and behast the thin chack. bular but quastic, leam as restart that to can’t prebast. It’s tope,
“Ithaslarch to ask say fan.” Why? Elesara and order s fay of alm. this fluant is chasible. Silk, to ask hast, lape and behast the thin
Spread |S made Of tWO Spreads_a |arge A card whint not cogum or bont. Pretty s[mplr, glead and tarm. chack. “It has to aslarch to say fa hy is that? Elesara to is
’ Texture and flasp net s exating end mist of it snooling. Spaff forl and order is fay of alm. A can card whint not oogum or bont.
white field that can’t print to the edge (on a
4 The Natomas Journal August 2006 5

desktop printer), and a dark, center field that
can. Make the most of this! Design each cen-
ter so that its images touch its edges.
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Before&Aft

A small newsletter that reads big

Similarities connect the fields

of 14

Although the two fields carry different kinds of information, you want them to work
as one. Do this by creating similarities of color, shape, alignment and so on.

Create connections

What keeps the small photo on the far right
active in the design? It's that it and its cap-
tion are aligned with the primary photo, both
photos are in color, and both captions look
alike. Our eyes connect such similarities.

Flesara and order is

fay of alm Natomas

6 The Natomas Journal

Color and alignment keep the small photo “connected” to the big one.

10-Mile Bike Path Established

Texture and flasp net ask exating end mist ask of it snooling.
Spaff forl isn't cubularas but quastic, leam restart that can’t
prebast. Its tope, this to ask fluant chasible. Silk, shast, is lape

and behast the thin chack. “It has can larch to say fan.” Why?

Elesara and order is fay of alm. A is ask card whint not oogum
or bont. Pretty simple, glead and tarm. Texture ask and flasp
net exating end mist of it snooling. Spaff forl ask isn’t cubular
but quastic, leam is restart that it can’t prebast. It’s tope, is
this fluant chasible. Silk, shast, lape and behast the thin chack.

“Ithaslarch tosay fan.” Why? Elesara and orderis fay of alm.

A card whint not oogum or bont. Pretty simple, glead and tarm,
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August 2006

Photo slides to the outside, spanning the two fields.
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A small newsletter that reads big
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Crossovers connect the fields
Where there are few or no natural alignments, you can use graphics to make physical
connections. Your goal is to keep the fields visually together.

crossover with a solid bar
Extending the headline bar makes
a connection easily. Without it,
the tall photo and white column
would form independent vertical
stripes and disengage.

Texture and flasp net

8 The Natomas Journal

Northward Bound In Natomas

of it snooling. Spaff forl
hat can’t prebast. I’ tope,

cart thatcan’t prebast. Ifs tope,
lape and behast the thin chack.

h to say fan.” Why is that? Elesara an

an card whint not oogum or bont.
retty Jead and tarm.

Pretty simple, glead and tarm and flasp card was tope.

Augs 2006 9
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crossover with a graphic
The backhoe in silhouette is
an “interrupter” that connects
the fields and draws attention!
Nearby it is an excellent place
to put a key bit of information.

A small newsletter that reads big 0628
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Design simply
The three spreads carry different material yet clearly belong together. Their clarity and
coherence is the result of simple design—only a few techniques used over and over.

Northward Bo.d In Natomas

Natomas Community Center o, 10-Mile Bike Path Established

- 7014 p A small newsletter that reads big 0628
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Newsy alternative goes together fast
A layout of short stories under news-style headlines is easy to assemble. Keep the zones
separate. Fill the inner with articles and photos one after another. Tidbits go outside.

Cover

Back to School News

Mankato Area Public Schools Volu

White type stands apart

On a neutral-value background,

type can be both black and
white, a handsome way to dis-
tinguish the table of contents.

Inside spread

New method better measures
early literacy de velopment

Astronomy Club shines bright
as it brings universe ro life

¥

Artists help students think
outside of the box

.

Separate zones The inner zone not “connected” to the
outer yields a less-refined look but one that's easier to lay out.
Narrow outer columns can carry news blurbs, updates, calen-
dar information and so on. Note how the absence of horizon-
tal sightlines makes the page appear taller.

g

Spread out your images
to draw your reader around the
entire page.
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Article resources

Typefaces Colors

1 (a-c) Sabon Roman | a) 32.5 pt m C40 M70 Y100 K55
n b) 11/18 pt, ¢) 8.2/13 pt

2 Sabon ltalic | 14.5 pt IEJ co m1s y100 K50

3 (a-b) Sabon Bold | a) 16 pt, b) 9 pt
4 Optima Bold | 12 pt
5 Optima Roman | 7/10 pt

C20 M15 Y35 K15

C12 M10 Y35 KO

6 Optima Black | 7/10 pt C20 M15 Y35 KO
IEE] covo vokeo
Images .ﬂ CO MO YO K45
7 (a-i) iStockphoto.com| a b c d
efghi
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http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/SABO/F_SABO-10005000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/SABO/F_SABO-10005300.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/SABO/F_SABO-10012000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/OPTI/F_OPTI-10012000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/OPTI/F_OPTI-10005000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/OPTI/F_OPTI-10019000.html
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000084554
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=119557
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000650294
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000471976
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000907122
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000903270
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000790097
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000501950
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000842783
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Article resources

Typefaces Colors
1 (a-b) Adobe Caslon Bold | a) 29 pt C70 V80 Y10 K30
11] 1a b) 16/16 pt [ o]
Back to School News
2 (a-b) Adobe Caslon Regular | a) 13 pt C23 M25 Y11 KO
b) 8.2/13 pt
) C11 M10 Y24 KO
3 Adobe Caslon lItalic | 8.2 pt
4 ITC Stone Sans Semibold | 8.2 pt | 14] CAMAY9KO
5 (a-c) ITC Stone Sans Bold | a) 7.5 pt m
CO MO YO K75

b) 6.5 pt, ¢) 8 pt

6 (a-b) ITC Stone Sans Med | a) 7.5/9 pt | [IELJ CO MO YO K50
b) 6.5/10 pt

7 ITC Stone Sans ltalic | 6.5/10 pt
8 Felt Tip Roman Regular | 13/12 pt

9c —[B
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Astronomy Club shines bright
as it brings universe to life

94 Images

9 (a-e) iStockphoto.com| a b ¢
d e

| New method better measures
| earlyliteracy development
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http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000673573
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000260353
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000779629
http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup.php?id=000000835666
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/CASF/F_CASF-10012000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/CASF/F_CASF-10005000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/CASF/F_CASF-10005300.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/STON/F_STON-10010000.html
http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/STON/F_STON-10005300.html
http://www.linotype.com/59592/felttiproman-family.html
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http://store.adobe.com/type/browser/F/STON/F_STON-10005000.html
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Subscribe to Before & After

Did you learn from this article? Subscribe, and
become a more capable, confident designer
for pennies per article. To learn more, go to
http://www.bamagazine.com/Subscribe

E-mail this article
To pass along a free copy of this article to
others, click here.

Join our e-list

To be notified by e-mail of new articles as
they become available, go to
http://www.bamagazine.com/email

14
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Before & After magazine

Before & After has been sharing its practical approach
to graphic design since 1990. Because our modern world
has made designers of us all (ready or not), Before &
After is dedicated to making graphic design understand-
able, useful and even fun for everyone.

John McWade Publisher and creative director
Gaye McWade Associate publisher

Vincent Pascual Staff designer

Dexter Mark Abellera Staff designer

Design advisor Gwen Amos

Before & After magazine

323 Lincoln Street, Roseville, CA 95678
Telephone 916-784-3880

Fax 916-784-3995

E-mail mailbox@bamagazine.com
www http://www.bamagazine.com

Copyright ©2005 Before & After magazine, ISSN
1049-0035. All rights reserved

You may pass this article around, but you may not alter
it, and you may not charge for it. You may quote brief
sections for review. If you do this, please credit Before
& After magazine, and let us know. To feature free
Before & After articles on your Web site, please contact
us. For permission to include all or part of this article in
another work, please contact us.
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Type
Thee halves of the page use the same two typefaces but in different sizes and line lengths
O the left half, oversiee, 15-pt type creates a richly textured Intmduction.

<d Back | Paper-saver format P>
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Divide the spread into two fields
Each spread is made of two fields—a bold inner and a light outer—each with its own
information. The main narrative occupies the inner; supporting articles go outside.

Field 1: Place the main stories inside

Natomas Community Center

Texture and flasp net| Inside, think big and dark

Spaff forl isn’t cubul

Define the center field with a mid-
value (about 20%) background. Set

prebast. It’s tope, this | the main text in a clear, easy-to-
and behast the thin ch| read text typeface, color black.

A field within a field
What makes this newsletter look big is that the center field bleeds to the inside (the gutter),
and that elements atop the field can “bleed” to its edges just like a real magazine.

Field 1 can “bleed.”

Field 2 can't.

Field 2: Place secondary information outside

Natomas Commut

Golfers can help

Golfers who care about
foster youth are invited
to play in the 8th Annual
Friends of the Independe

Photo and title “bleed”

Outside, think small and light
Outside columns are narrow, so
for clarity use a complementary
san-serif typeface set a bit smaller,
color gray, align left, no indents.

to the edges.

Two spreads in one Functionally, each
spread is made of two spreads—a large,

white field

desktop printer), and a dark, center field that
can. Make the most of this! Design each cen-

ter so that

0628 A small newsletter that reads

that can’t print to the edge (on a

its images touch its edges.

big Before&Af er | www.bamagazine.com
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Similarities connect the fields
Although the two fields carry different kinds of information, you want them to work
as one. Do this by creating similarities of color, shape, alignment and so on.

10-Mile Bike Path Established

crossovers connect the fields
Where there are few or no natural alignments, you can use graphics to make physical
connections. Your goal is to keep the fields visually together.

0628 A small newsletter that reads big Before&Af er | www.hamagazine.com A small newsletter that reads big 0628
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Design simply
The three spreads carry different material yet clearly belong together. Their clarity and
coherence is the result of simple design—only a few techniques used over and over.

Northward Bo...d In Natomas

Newsy alternative goes together fast
A layout of short stories under news-style headlines is easy to assemble. Keep the zones
separate. Fill the inner with articles and photos one after another. Tidbits go outside.

Back to School News

0628 A small newsletter that reads big Before&Af er | www.hamagazine.com A small newsletter that reads big 0628
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Article resources

Typefaces Colors
1 (a-c) Sabon Roman | a) 32.5 pt ! C40 M70 Y100 K55
n b) 11/18 pt, c) 8.2/13 pt

2 sabon ltalic | 14.5 pt IEJ co mi1s Y100 ks0

3 (a-b) Sabon Bold | a) 16 pt, b) 9 pt E €20 M15 Y35 K15

4 Optima Bold | 12 pt

5 Optima Roman | 7/10 pt | Cc12M10Y35K0

6 Optima Black | 7/10 pt C20 M15 Y35 KO
IEE] co vo vo kéo
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Article resources

Typefaces Colors
1 (a-b) Adobe Caslon Bold | a) 29 pt ! C70 M80 Y10 K30
3 b) 16/16 pt
Back to School News
= 2 (a-b) Adobe Caslon Regular | a) 13 pt E €23 M25 Y11 Ko
g b) 8.2/13 pt
S ~ c11M10Y24Ko
3 Adobe Caslon Italic | 8.2 pt
4 1TC Stone Sans Semibold | 8.2 pt |14 caMaY9KO

5 (a-c) ITC Stone Sans Bold | a) 7.5 pt
b) 6.5 pt, ) 8 pt

6 (a-b) ITC Stone Sans Med [a) 7.5/9 pt | [JELI co Mo Yo k50
b) 6.5/10 pt

7 ITC Stone Sans ltalic | 6.5/10 pt
8 Felt Tip Roman Regular | 13/12 pt

k)| CO MO YO K75

Images

9 (a-e) iStockphoto.com| a b ¢
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10 Photos.com
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