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Introduction
 
    
 
   Photography has come a long way since the 1800’s when the first photography was taken.  Digital photography has enabled anyone to view a photo instantly, assess it, retake it and even print it.  
 
   Perhaps even more importantly, it is now possible to upload your photo to your computer and edit it; you may not have taken the picture you wanted to but you can adjust it to be the same as the one you have in your head!
 
   There are now many different photo editing software options but Photoshop is probably the name you will think of first; it has been providing editing software since 1990.  It is, undoubtedly, one of the best editing tools available at present; there are a huge range of features which can be utilized.  
 
   One of the most amazing things about this product is that there is always more than one way of doing something.  It is not just possible, but highly likely that you have sat next to someone editing their picture in Photoshop and they have achieved the same result as you via a completely different method.
 
   However, the sheer number of functions and possibilities may be a little baffling at first; this guide will help you to see past this confusion and enable you to get the most out of the software and create some amazing photos.  
 
   It will provide you with an insight into Photoshop and why it is the best product for you to use.  It will also provide an insight into the commonly used tools and a variety of tips to ensure you are getting the most out of the product.
 
   One of the greatest features of Photoshop is the fact that it is easy to install and use on any computer.  Once you have mastered the basic controls it is possible to upload any photo from your camera and edit it within minutes.  
 
   Absolutely any photo can be modified and improved within twenty four hours; if you have a printer you can even print it and show off your handiwork.  Alternatively there are now many machines around which will allow you to print photos directly from a memory stick or SD card for a small fee.
 
   It doesn’t matter whether you are a complete novice; using Photoshop for the first time or whether you have used it many times before; this book will guide you through the process of editing a photo and creating a perfect memory.
 
    Even those who have been using this product for many years will be able to learn something new!  You will find the software is very easy to navigate around although there are many excellent features which may not be discovered if you do not follow a guide.
 
    
 
     
 
   
  
 

Chapter 1 – Why Use Photoshop?
 
    
 
   Photoshop has been around for twenty five years and this has helped them to develop and refine their product into one of the best on the market.  Although there are many other products available on the market; there are none which offer the complete range of services and tools which Photoshop does.  
 
   It has also established a reputation for excellent customer support and providing the best all round package.  The following ten reasons highlight some of the features which make this the best product to use when editing your photos:
 
    
 
    
    	Creative Expression
 
   
 
   No matter how good you are as a photographer there will be times when you wish to improve or adjust the picture you have taken.  Being able to edit your photo ensures that you retain a creative control and the ability to express the picture you envisioned as opposed to the picture you have taken.
 
   In fact, having the ability to create the picture that was in your mind will ensure you are able to see which elements of your photography need to be improved.  It may even provide you with an insight into what else you could include in the future.
 
    
 
    
    	Start a Graphic Design Project from Scratch
 
   
 
   It is also possible to use Photoshop to create a project, such as a greeting card or business card from scratch.  The same tools that can be used to turn a good photo into an amazing photo can be used to create any design you can envision.  
 
   Photoshop will provide you with the opportunity to let your imagination run wild; you can produce something that will capture anyone’s eye.  You can even use it to create something that will impress the trickiest clients.
 
    
 
    
    	Restore Old Photos
 
   
 
   Many people have old photos, probably printed from a 35mm film.  They may even be older than this!  These photos can be exceptionally important to some people and the ability to scan them and restore or even improve them can; literally, make someone’s day.
 
   Old photos can be restored by using the healing brush, patching tools and even the clone stamps.  They can be made to look better than the original and allow people to have the reminder they need of the best times in their lives.
 
    
 
    
    	Combining Graphics and Text
 
   
 
   Editing your photo will give you the opportunity to blend in some text to your picture.  This may be as simple as adding a caption to a picture or as intricate as placing the right words inside a shape in the right place on the photo.
 
   Photoshop allows you to create any effect you like, whether shadowing, beveled, embossed or even straightforward strokes!  There is a huge range of options in terms of fonts, sizing and styles for the text which needs to be added.  You can also adjust the brightness, contrast or exposure of the picture to maximize the desired effect.
 
    
 
    
    	Brushes
 
   
 
   There is a huge variety of different brush styles, sizes and strokes available to use when adjusting your photo.  It may take some time to choose the right one for your particular project but it can make a huge difference to the finished product.
 
   Choose the right brush and your picture will be transformed.  The same is true when creating a project from scratch; a thin brush to create an outline or shadow can completely change the effect of any picture.  In fact, a well chosen brush can add the sparkle to your photo!
 
    
 
    
    	Picture Color
 
   
 
   Photoshop allows you to change a color picture into a black and white one at the click of a button!  This can be an essential feature if you are specifically after black and white photos but do not want to adjust your camera settings; or forget to!
 
   Photoshop can actually provide a better quality black and white photo than your camera while retaining the essential data which will allow you to create a color copy in the future.  Black and white photos also add a certain amount of nostalgia and elegance to any occasion.
 
    
 
    
    	Correcting your Mistakes
 
   
 
   Even the best photographer in the world will not take a perfect picture every time!  There are times when it is impossible to get the lighting right or the exact angle you are after.  These issues can easily be corrected after the event by using Photoshop.
 
   The most common corrections are lighting issues, red eye and marks on the lens.  It is even possible to crop a photo to remove unwanted extras or ensure the attention is focused on the right person or item.  
 
   The color of the photo can also be edited or touched up to remove marks and other features; this will make sure no photo is wasted! 
 
    
 
    
    	T-Shirts
 
   
 
   Photoshop will even allow you to create your own, unique T-Shirt design.  The software will provide you with inspiration and ideas to ensure you create something which is truly fantastic.  The range of effects available is huge; this will ensure you can find just the right artwork to add to your design.
 
   Of course, any T-shirt design can be based around or simply include one of your own photos!  You can also tweak it and adjust it as much as you like before you need to print a single shirt.
 
    
 
    
    	Artistic Transformation
 
   
 
   A photograph can look truly fantastic if is changed into a charcoal drawing or a watercolor.  These are just two of the options available when using Photoshop.  It is possible to choose from a huge range of styles; a photo can even look like a stained glass artwork or a photocopy of a picture.
 
   There are even some functions which have been specifically added by designers.  These may be invaluable to ensuring you create a picture which is unique and impressive.  There is a huge range of tools and effects to try!
 
    
 
    
    	                     Feel Good!
 
   
 
   Taking a great picture and adjusting it to become a fantastic picture is a skill that needs to be learned.  You will be able to take pride in your work and feel good about what you have created.  
 
   It doesn’t matter if you are creating photos and pictures for yourself, family and friends or if you are doing it professionally.  The knowledge you gain and the new skills you acquire will ensure you are able to do either and to do it well.
 
   You should also enjoy taking pictures to ensure you are interested in getting the best results possible and the tools available in this software will improve the results you achieve.
 
   
  
 

Chapter 2 – Commonly Used Tools in Photoshop
 
    
 
   Every new release of Photoshop offers a new tool, shortcut or simply an improvement to the existing functions.  Over the years this has meant there is a huge range of features available when using Photoshop.  
 
   You may not need to use every tool available; but the following ones are the most popular and are likely to be of assistance to you:
 
    
 
    
    	Marquee Selection
 
   
 
   This function allows you to select parts of your picture and edit just those parts.  You are able to move the selected part or copy it; this can be very useful when filling in dead space or removing unwanted objects.   The tool is defined by a dotted line and there are several options:
 
    
    	Rectangular areas of the picture; this is the default setting.
 
    	Elliptical; you can click and drag to cover a circular space that you wish to edit.
 
    	The single row tool will allow you to edit a one pixel wide strip of your image; the single column will enable you to do the entire height of your image.
 
   
 
    
 
    
    	Move
 
   
 
   Every picture is made up of layers; it is possible to add or remove layers to alter the look or feel of a picture.  If you select the move tool you will be able to move the entire top layer of the picture.  This can be useful to create shadows or simple change the view of the picture slightly.
 
   It should be noted that any image can be moved outside of the current picture and the data will still be retained; even if part of the picture is not visible.
 
    
    	Lasso
 
   
 
   This tool bears a striking resemblance to the marquee tools.  However, it is infinitely more flexible regarding the area of the picture being selected and adjusted:
 
    
    	The default tool will allow you to select an area of the picture by drawing around it freehand.
 
    	The polygon tool, as its name suggests will enable you to select an area and enclose it in straight lines.  The size can be increased or decreased by as little as one pixel at a time!
 
    	The magnetic tool mixes the best of both the other lasso tools; it will select a natural finish area in the picture, according to the area you are highlighting and the picture’s natural boundaries; as defined by the light.
 
   
 
    
 
    
    	The Magic Wand 
 
   
 
   This is actually a variant on the magnetic lasso tool.  The wand will allow you to select any area of the picture and it will automatically choose a selection based upon color.  The selection will surround those with similar color pixels.
 
   It is possible to adjust the pixels selected by adjusting the tolerance value on the tool menu.
 
    
 
    
    	Mode
 
   
 
   This is found inside the image menu and can be a very useful tool when a picture has been shot in awkward light and has not come out as well as expected.  This tool will allow you to change the color and the appearance of the entire picture; this is where you can convert your picture to a black and white image.
 
   There are several color options, including RGB, web mode and CMYK; it is best to try each one to establish the different effects they have.
 
    
 
    
    	Adjusting
 
   
 
   Also inside the image menu is an option to adjust the picture.  Clicking on the icon will bring up the basic screen which allows you to adjust the color and the brightness.  
 
   These options are presented as two slider bars which can be easily changed.  The program will also allow you to preview the picture to ensure you are happy with and know the effect of your adjustment.
 
   The best way to learn about this and the other adjustments possible is to try them!  Always preview before committing to a change!
 
    
 
    
    	Size of your Image
 
   
 
   It is common to wish your image was bigger or smaller; depending upon your needs or the needs of those you have taken the picture (s) for.  Re-sizing an image is straightforward; simply select the image size option and input the size you would like the picture to be.
 
   The program will automatically retain the proportion of the image in relation to its size.  However, if you prefer to decide the proportions yourself it is possible to un-tick the ‘constrain proportions’ box. 
 
   Ideally you should ensure you have a saved copy of the image prior to adjusting so that you can refer to it if necessary.  It is also important to note that there are two settings in respect of sizes; pixel settings, which refers to the size of the image on the screen, whereas document settings will refer to the size when printed.
 
    
 
    
    	Size of the Canvas
 
   
 
   This is similar in context to the image size option which has been discussed above.  The main difference is that this option can make the overall size of the picture bigger without adjusting the image captured.  This will allow you to gain space around the image for adding effects or images to the picture.
 
    
 
    
    	Crop
 
   
 
   You are probably aware of this command and its ability to reduce the size of the picture.  Simply select the command and move the bars that will appear on the screen.  Anything outside of these bars will be removed from the picture and your picture will be resized accordingly.
 
   This can be a very useful function when needing to remove extra scenery or shrink an image to send to a friend.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Layers
 
   
 
   Every image is made up of a variety of layers and it is the ability to adjust these that makes the difference between having blocks of color and gradually fading images.  Selecting the layers tool will transform your image into an image which is broken down by the different layers available.  
 
   Each layer can be manipulated or even swapped with another layer to change the effect of the photo.   It is even possible to merge layers to create a scintillating effect.
 
   It is advisable to keep a copy of the original file and experiment with the layers to understand what they are capable of.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Text
 
   
 
   Text is automatically added as an additional layer and can be manipulated independently to the image.  Simply select the text icon and drag your mouse over the area you wish to write in.  Once you have written your desired message you can adjust the size and font of the text used.
 
   It is possible to merge the text with an image layer but to do this you will need to save the text as an image and then insert it into the picture.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Foreground and Background Colors
 
   
 
   Many photo editing software products will not allow you to create your own graphics; Photoshop does!  The first stage in doing this is to learn how to adjust the foreground and background colors.
 
   Foreground color can be adjusted by clicking on the color square on the main toolbar, a screen will pop up which will enable you to either pick a specific color or adjust the settings to create particular shade of the current color.
 
   There are a number of tools which will help you add your chosen color to the picture:
 
    
    	Apply the color where you want it by using the paintbrush; the size of the paintbrush can be adjusted according to your needs.
 
    	The pencil tool is very similar to the paintbrush but you will only see a distinct, skinny line when using it.
 
    	Erasure; this is for when you need to remove a line.  It will remove the top layer and leave the lower layer visible; this can be exceedingly useful!
 
   
 
    
 
    
    	                     Saving Your Picture
 
   
 
   Having adjusted your picture as much as you need to you will need to ensure you save it!  The first rule is always to save it as something different to the original file; keeping the original gives you a file to go back to and start again, if necessary.  
 
   It is also useful to note that there is an option in the menu that will allow you to save your picture for the web.  Selecting this option will allow you to choose the best way to optimize your image for the web without having to flatten your file.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Filters
 
   
 
   There is a huge range of options available to adjust your picture.  The best idea for this is to go into the filter menu and apply different ones to see the results.  It is possible to undo several filter changes in one go which makes it very easy to try out the different tools.
 
    
    	                     Custom Shape
 
   
 
   Photoshop allows you to create any shape you want.  This can be exceptionally useful for someone who wants to add a copyright or watermark on to their photo.  It can also be used to create a unique shape to add some fun to a picture; perhaps for a child’s birthday.
 
   The shape is best to be drawn free hand using a pen although it is possible to use the marquee tools.  Once created the shape can be colored and saved in the program for use anytime you need it! 
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 3 – Tips for Getting the Most out of Photoshop
 
    
 
   No matter how good you become at using a product there is always a new tip or trick to learn which will make your life easier in the future.  The following are some of the best tips for ensuring you get the best results possible form your Photoshop product:
 
    
 
    
    	Transforming
 
   
 
   It is possible to adjust any picture by using the transform command.  You will need to select the area of the picture you wish to transform and then choose the type of transformation you want to apply.  It is possible to scale your picture, rotate it, skew it or even distort it.  
 
   This tip can be used to simply place part of your image at a different angle or to distort it and make it unrecognizable from the original.
 
    
 
    
    	Rotating Patterns
 
   
 
   Add in a variety of rotating circles to your picture, for additional effect or to help create a scene.  By clicking on the control key at the same time as Alt and ‘T’ you will be able to duplicate a layer of your picture and add in the kaleidoscope effect in one move.  
 
   This tool can be very effective when you have a light flare or similar; the flash of the lens can be turned into bright, start like structures in the photo.
 
   You can even rotate your new image before copying the entire layer to use again.
 
    
 
    
    	The Unit of Measurement
 
   
 
   It is often necessary when evaluating and editing a picture to switch between measuring it in inches, centimeters or even pixels.  There is a shortcut to switching between the different units of measurement: use the control plus ‘R’ keys to bring the rulers into view.  Then simply right click on the ruler and select the measurement you need.
 
    
 
    
    	The Spot Healing Tool
 
   
 
   This may sound like a medical treatment and in many ways it is; but it works on pictures not people.  The tool is usually found on the left hand toolbar, hovering over it will bring up its name.  It can then be applied to any area of your picture to remove blemishes and improve the overall look of the picture.
 
   Select the tool and then highlight the area which needs fixing, make sure the area you highlight is slightly larger than the piece which needs fixing.  The program will automatically sample the colors in the surrounding area and use these colors to retouch the selected area.  You will not need to do anything else!
 
    
 
    
    	The Dodge Tool
 
   
 
   This tool is designed to lighten a picture and improve the overall look.  It is particularly effective at either removing or reducing the appearance of red eye.   
 
   Again, this tool is included in the list on the left hand side of the screen.  Simply select it and then choose the brush type you desire.  Red eye can be removed by selecting a soft brush and adjusting the highlights to twenty percent.  
 
   Highlight is set within the range menu.  Brush over the eyes in your photo just two or three tiles to reduce the red eye effect; it is essential not to overdo this as you will end up giving people alien eyes!  
 
    
 
    
    	The Blur Tool
 
   
 
   Many people like to have their fine lines and wrinkles removed or reduced in a picture.  This may be simply for reasons of vanity or because the photo is for a professional application.
 
   The blur tool can be found on the right hand side of the screen and is excellent at blurring small sections of a photo; making it the ideal tool to smooth out wrinkles, particularly round the mouth or eyes.
 
   As with the dodge tool it is essential to use this tool sparingly, overdo it and the picture will be ruined!  
 
    
 
    
    	The Bird’s Eye
 
   
 
   This is a useful tip for when you are zoomed in working on an intricate part of your picture.  You may want to see the effect of your alterations and this can be quickly achieved by clicking ‘H’ and the drag icon.  
 
   You will instantly go to full screen and can see how the picture looks.  It is possible to click anywhere on the image and zoom back in; to the spot you were working on, or to another one.
 
    
 
    
    	The Background
 
   
 
   The default background on Photoshop is a standard, somewhat dull grey.  Fortunately it is very easy to brighten this up by!  Simply shift and click over the background and you will be able to fill it with the same color as you have in the foreground; go as bright as you like.  Clicking with the right mouse button will return it to grey.
 
    
 
    
    	Close
 
   
 
   When you have been working on a variety of pictures for some time you can suddenly find you have a confusing array of pictures open.  To close all the images you have open and start again, simply click the ‘X’ button in the top right of the screen whilst pressing shift.  You will be asked what to do about any which are unsaved.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Spring-Loaded
 
   
 
   There are a variety of tools within Photoshop which are described as ‘Spring-loaded’.  These tools are ones which can be accessed with a simple click from any screen. 
 
    For example, to use the move tool you can hold the ctrl button in any screen and the move menu will appear.  As soon as you release the ctrl button the move menu will disappear and you will be in the same place as you were.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Diffuse
 
   
 
   This effect will scatter the light in any specified area or areas of your picture.  This tool works exceptionally well with desaturation to create a dreamy, romantic image that will evoke a response from any viewer.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Shortcuts
 
   
 
   One of the most important things to learn, no matter what program you are using is a selection of shortcuts which are useful to you and the tools you use on  a daily basis.  Some of the most popular shortcuts in Photoshop are:
 
    
    	Merging layers by pressing control, shift, Alt and E at the same time.
 
    	Move through the backgrounds available by pressing F repeatedly.
 
    	Changing the color of the foreground and even the background by simply pressing X
 
    	Changing the size of your brush; use the [ or the ]
 
    	To duplicate a layer you can simply press control plus J
 
    	To transform a layer, as discussed earlier, press control plus T
 
   
 
    
 
    
    	                      Mask Sharpening
 
   
 
   This is simply a tool to sharpen any area of the image where you think it is necessary to have stronger or finer lines.  This tool is very useful in that you drag your cursor across the picture to reveal a grayscale image with clear black lines and black areas mark the parts which cannot be sharpened.  This leaves you free to work on the other bits.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Copying a Layer
 
   
 
   If you have created the perfect layer then you may wish to copy it rather than recreate it every time you need it.  This can be done very quickly and easily on Photoshop.  Hold down the control key and alt and select a layer to drag, it will instantly make a copy which can be used wherever you want it.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Undo
 
   
 
   It is inevitable that you will wish to undo one change or another whilst creating the perfect pictures.  A short cut to undoing is holding down the control button and Z.  To undo multiple issues, you can click the control button, the alt button and Z; this will allow you to undo multiple changes.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Viewing a layer
 
   
 
   The more comfortable you become with Photoshop the more you will use the layer feature to adapt and improve your pictures.  However, multiple layers can be confusing.  
 
   A shortcut to hiding all the layers, other than the one you are working on is to click the eye icon in the layer you wish to see.  At the same time you will need to hit the alt key on the keyboard.  All other layers will become invisible allowing you to work on one layer at a time.
 
   To bring the other layers back simply click the eye icon and hold down Alt again.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Pen Tool Rubber Band
 
   
 
   The pen tool is useful for a variety of functions within the Photoshop application.  It can be essential when attempting to draw the right curve.  In the options menu find and click the option for Geometry and find the one that says rubber band and select it.  This will then enable you to create points on your picture and the program will create the curved line for you.  This will also give you the opportunity to cancel or adjust the line before it is created. 
 
    
 
    
    	                     Photoshop 3D
 
   
 
   Presentation is not just about tweaking a picture to create a perfect look; in fact that is usually impossible to achieve.  Amazing effects can also be acquired by carefully choosing the method of display.  
 
   Photoshop now has a 3D option.  Save your completed images and then hit control and B at the same time.  All stored images will be displayed in a random order as a 3D Carousel.  
 
   You can use the left and right arrows to scroll through the image and any you do not like can be removed from the show by using the down arrow.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Layers
 
   
 
   To make it easier to work on the different layers of a picture it is possible to go into the menu and select Tools, followed by Photoshop and then click on the load files option.  The picture will appear on your screen split into several pictures; each one represents one of its layers.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Create your own brush tip
 
   
 
   This tool can be exceptionally useful when attempting to adjust a specific area and the brushes in paint are not up to the task.  To create your own you must convert the picture to black and white.  Then, select the area you would like to be a brush tip and go to edit, followed by define brush preset.
 
   The brush tip will be created out of the black pieces in your picture; it cannot see the white.
 
    
 
    
    	                     Text editing
 
   
 
   Being able to add and edit text is an essential part of Photoshop but it can be frustrating when you finish and need to close the text editing box and move back to photo controls.  
 
   The shortcuts don’t work until the text box is closed.  However, there is a little known shortcut; pressing control plus return will instantly tell the system you have finished editing the text and move your cursor back to the main screen.  Shortcuts will work and you will be able to move on quicker.
 
    
 
   


 
   
  
 

Conclusion
 
    
 
   Photoshop has been established for many years and is one of the leading photo editing software products on the market.  It offers a huge range of tools to assist anyone, whether amateur or professional; ensuring that everyone can produce the best quality photos.
 
   The main issue with the sheer level of tools available is that it can take countless number of training sessions and tutorials to ensure you fully understand the product, how it works and how to get the most from your pictures.  
 
   This is why it is essential to study this guide and to practice the tools and techniques it describes.  It is also vital to experiment with the product and achieve a feel for what each of the tools does and how they can be used in your photos to ensure better pictures.  
 
   Whenever practicing using the product, make sure you save the original of a picture first, although the undo option is very good!
 
   Perhaps one of the best things about Photoshop is the ability to quickly edit any photo and then print it.  Your photos can be downloaded from your camera and uploaded to Photoshop for editing.  
 
   Once edited they can be saved and printed at the click of a button; making it possible to hold the picture in your hand in less than twenty four hours!
 
   Photoshop does have a huge range of tools available to use on your pictures, but it is not essential to use all of the features available.  If you are generally happy with your pictures then you can simply play with filters or color and saturation.  It is the perfect tool for both the amateur and the professional.
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